Freedom of Information Act 2000 – homeless placements 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Section one – I'm looking to find out what percentage or numbers of homeless households that your council accepts a duty to house are placed in temporary or emergency accommodation inside and outside of the borough: 

1) What number or percentage of homeless households were housed in temporary or emergency accommodation inside your borough in 2014?

2) What were the most common areas/wards that those homeless households were housed in your borough in temporary or emergency accommodation in 2014?

3) Data retrieval question: Would it be possible for the council retrieve the most common postcodes in which homeless households were placed in temporary or emergency accommodation in the borough in 2014 if I submitted an FOI asking that question? (I'm not asking the council to retrieve that information for this FOI – just whether or not it would be possible to do in a later request). 

4) What percentage/number of homeless households were placed in temporary or emergency accommodation outside of the borough in 2014?

5) What were the most common areas outside the borough that those homeless households were housed in temporary or emergency accommodation?

6) Data retrieval question: Would it be possible for the council retrieve the most common postcodes in which homeless households were placed in temporary or emergency accommodation outside the borough in 2014 if I submitted an FOI asking that question? (I'm not asking the council to retrieve that information for this FOI – just whether or not it would be possible to do in a later request). 

For Q1 – 6  Local Authorities have to provide figures (P1E) on the activity within their area in relation to the homelessness functions on a quarterly basis to central government who make this available in a public document. 

Live stats from the P1E returns for all councils can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-homelessness
Therefore this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, e.g. the DCLG’s website, as it is already in the public domain. 

Section two – I'm looking to find out what percentages or numbers of homeless households are placed in the private rental sector (probably with six-month or year-long assured shorthold tenancies) from temporary or emergency accommodation inside and outside of the borough for more permanent tenancies:
7) In 2014, what was the average/median length of time that homeless households spent in temporary or emergency accommodation?

10 weeks
8) What percentage/number of homeless households were placed into the private rental sector in the borough from temporary or emergency accommodation in 2014?

38 Households
9) What were the most common areas in the borough that these homeless households were housed into the private rental sector?

West End Area of the City
10) Data retrieval question: Would it be possible for the council retrieve the most common postcodes in which homeless households were placed in the borough into the private rental sector from temporary or emergency accommodation in 2014 if I submitted an FOI with that question? (I'm not asking the council to retrieve that information for this FOI – just whether or not it would be possible to do). 

It will not be possible to retrieve the exact postcodes, however the LE3 area is the most common
11) What percentage/number of homeless households were placed outside of the borough into the private rental sector from temporary or emergency accommodation in 2014?

Zero Households. Leicester City Council do not place households into the private sector outside of the borough
12) What were the most common areas outside the borough that these homeless households were housed into the private rental sector?

N/A
13) Data retrieval question: Would it be possible for the council retrieve the most common postcodes in which homeless households were placed outside the borough into the private rental sector from temporary or emergency accommodation in 2014 if I submitted an FOI with that question? (not asking the council to retrieve that information for this FOI – just whether or not it would be possible to do).

N/A
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information Governance
City Barrister & Head of Standards
1st Floor
16 New Walk
LEICESTER LE1 6UB 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
