Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. 
You asked for:
In reference to paragraphs 150 -167 of ANNEX A of the below document:

http://taxpayersagainstpoverty.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/The-courts-costs-Magistrates-allow-47-local-authorites-to-charge-late-and-non-payers-of-council-tax-research-by-Neil-Gilliatt.-.pdf
Paragraphs 154 & 155 state:

"154. However, the bigger misrepresentation in Leicester’s calculation is in the way it accounts for staff time and then doubles that expenditure. The hourly rate for staff dealing with recovery (2011/12) was calculated at £13.94 (including employment costs) then doubled to £27.88 and applied as the hourly rate in respect of the time attributed to recovery work.

Scale 5 - per Annum : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : £21,519   

Scale 5 - per hour  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : £11.15 Employer Cost - 25% : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : £2.79

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : _______

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : £13.94

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : ------------

Cost of employing staff to do the "day work"  

while staff are dealing with recovery work

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : £13.94

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :  _______

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : £27.88

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :  ------------

155. The above is justified on the basis that the cost of employing staff to cover for non-recovery work whilst staff are dealing with recovery work is considered to be an additional cost attributed to recovery. However, the fact remains that for each hour that was claimed to be spent on staff’s wages in respect of recovery, it successfully convinced the court it paid two."

The council evidently calculates the hourly rate of the relevant officer at £13.94 then doubles the figure in order to claim twice the amount of expenditure it incurs (£27.88) as the hourly rate element which it attributes to the court costs that are recharged to customers for obtaining a Council Tax liability order. Attributing this expenditure artificially inflates court costs which law does not permit. The law requires that the costs claimed are properly referable to the enforcement process (See paragraphs 35 and 50 of the High Court judgment in Nicolson v Tottenham Magistrates [2015]). The law does not permit double counting (para 46 of the judgment) http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2015/1252.html
Please disclose all recorded details held by the Council relating to the relevant legal officer's involvement in sanctioning the double counting approach for calculating expenditure it recharges to the Borough's residents for obtaining a Council Tax liability order.

We can confirm that there was no legal officer involvement at the time in terms of checking and approving the summons / liability order costs level.

Costs were previously set at the same level for all the Leicestershire Authorities and were approved by the Leicester Magistrates’ Court (Nick Watson, Justices’ Clerk and the Chairman of the Bench).  The base calculation by the Revenues Managers took place every third year and for the other two years the increase was in line with inflation.  The amount was taken as an average from four of the Leicestershire Authorities: Leicester City, Oadby & Wigston Borough Council, Rutland and Charnwood Borough Council.  
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