Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
How much of your transport budget has been spent on air pollution work, or will be spent, for each year from 2010-11 to 2017-18.
It is not possible to produce air pollution work annual expenditure for 2010-11 to 2017/18 apart from the monitoring element which is below.  Technically a great deal of the transport budget is used to ease congestion or encourage modal shift, both of which, have a direct or indirect reduction on air pollution.  To disaggregate the projects that did or did not tackle air pollution, and to what degree, would exceed the appropriate limit.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

Monitoring Element

Excluding staff costs, and any monitoring related income, the annual allocated budgets are as follows.  However, in 2016 the air quality monitoring budget was combined into a larger one that helps to implement or new Air Quality Action Plan, so no allocation figure is available.  As a guide, in 2016 year we estimate £47k was actually spent on air quality monitoring and management. 
	Financial Year
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Budget Allocation
	£27k
	£27k
	£17k
	£17k
	£17k
	£30k
	N/A


How much of your public health budget has been spent on air pollution work for each year from 2010-11 to 2017-18.
The information requested is not held in a reportable format. We are unable to identify the funding spent on air quality only; expenditure is not dedicated to this one area.  To disaggregate the projects that did or did not tackle air pollution, and to what degree, would exceed the appropriate limit.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

If your air pollution work has not come under either the transport or public health budgets please list which budget line this came under and how much was spent for each year from 2010-11 to 2017-18 and which budget line this falls under. 
Air pollution is also covered by our Environmental Health section however, again it is not possible to disaggregate or estimate the annual expenditure.  

How many FTE staff you have had working on air pollution in each year from 2010-11 to 2017-18.

Up to 2014 air quality monitoring was carried out as part of the Pollution Team within Environmental Services.  This team carried out a number of different functions incorporating Environmental work such as noise & odour nuisance from which staff time cannot be disaggregated. We have estimated that approximately four full time employees were engaged in this field of work. In 2014 the sole air quality function moved to Transport Strategy with two permanent members of staff and two contractors dealing with air quality monitoring.  The air quality area is currently being reviewed.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
