Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. 
You asked for:
`Fabricated or Induced Illness` (FII) is a rare form of child abuse. It occurs when a parent or carer, usually the child's biological mother, exaggerates or deliberately causes symptoms of illness in the child.
FII is also sometimes known as 'Munchausen's Syndrome by Proxy' (MSP) not to be confused with Munchausen's syndrome, where a person pretends to be ill or causes illness or injury to themselves).
1) I am applying under the FOI Act for the five years individually from 2012-2017 for the number of times your Social Services department or your legal department has instigated child protection/ safeguarding procedures because of concerns about “Fabricated or Induced Illness (FII) or Munchausen's Syndrome by Proxy (MSP).
2) Can you also tell us whether the allegation was made by an educational professional, health professional, social services professional or non professional.
3) Can you also tell us whether at any stage during the process the child involved had a diagnosis of ME (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) or CFS (Chronic Fatigue Syndrome).

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The information requested is not held in a reportable format, it is not systematically captured. This data, if held, would be recorded as a strategy meeting on an individual’s case file and would require the manual trawl of all service user records
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

