Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Millstone Lane Improvements
Your request for information has now been considered. Where you have raised issues where information is held, rather than an opinion sought, we have answered your request. Other issues you have raised will be taken into account by the Project Team.
How are the public notified of the detail of the scheme for comment unless planning application and notices advising to the public and plans displayed on the internet for detailed public examination and for comment.
Members of the Public were invited to Public Engagement Events at the Guildhall on 14th January and 22nd March 2016 to discuss the whole Townscape Heritage Schemes. Letter drops were carried out in the area both times as well as advertising of the events. As each phase of the works are carried out, letter drops are also carried out to advise of the works with a plan on the back showing the expected layout. Plans were also displayed in the Leicester Adult Education Centre on Belvoir Street for people to comment on. 

Contract commencement and completion dates need confirming as it is suspected this will over run.

The letters issued to residents and businesses give the start date and expected completion date for each phase. The aim of the whole scheme is to complete in 2018. The scheme is not expected to overrun, but Marble Street was delayed initially due to District Heating works starting later than expected. Marble Street and Wycliffe Street have been completed. Millstone Lane is currently on time and will be substantially completed by the end of July with the lower section being completed as part of Friar Lane works. Friar Lane is due to commence on 24th July 2017 completing in March 2018. The start date for Friar Lane has been postponed from 3rd July 2017 due to other works around the City Centre impacting on vehicle movements. New Street is due to commence in October 2017 and due to complete by March/April 2018.

Is a programme of works produced and are any monthly meetings of progress recorded (please send copy)
A programme of works is produced by the contractor. The outline programme is adhered to and Progress meetings are held usually every 2 weeks and the minutes recorded. Please see attached. Less senior officers names have been redacted under Section 40(2) of the FOI Act - Personal Data.
What extensions of time have been issued and what are the reasons i.e. Weather?

Any extensions of time are due to material deliveries or unforeseen ground conditions e.g. archaeological findings, additional existing concrete removal, restricted working areas due to business requirements. However, usually additional resources are used to avoid the completion dates slipping.
Do LCC implement liquidated damages for non completion including on Direct Labour tenders.

LCC do have liquidated damage clauses with external suppliers. However, the Direct Labour is provided by our in-house contractor and there is not a tender process, but we do try to operate the works in the spirit of the NEC 3 Contract.

A surveyor was employed but did plans include levels, measurements of widths etc, are amendments recorded. 

The appointed design consultants provided setting out information for horizontal and vertical alignment. The contractor then sets out this information on site either themselves or employs a setting out engineer. Where any discrepancies are found or small changes are made to benefit the works, the changes are agreed with the Project manager and Designer. The drawings are then updated and on completion of the whole Townscape Heritage Initiative ‘As Built’ drawings will be issued to LCC.

Please explain how a back street like Marble Street has from beginning to end has a brick road which must have been very expensive and have a large labour content. For years this Street had little use and remains so.

Marble Street is the start of the Porphyry route to guide people from Newarke Street (Car park) to the Cathedral. This is a Gateway into the area and also forms the start of the Restricted Zone at this side of the area. The decision was taken to LCC Scrutiny Committee and it was agreed that to not pave this street would be regrettable on completion of the whole scheme.

What happened outside the Criterion as the Tree/ Plant Box is right out side the door?

The tree is located as close to the planned location as possible and is located at the end of the loading bay and is not obstructing the doorway.

Do these photos show Old Town? 

Yes, this information is accessible elsewhere under s21 of the FoI Act, namely on the Council’s website. Please see the website http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/city-mayor-peter-soulsby/my-vision/connecting-leicester/new-proposals/. The scheme information boards also show the proposals
The Criterion Free House ( formally The Nags Head PH )?

Yes, this information is accessible elsewhere under s21 of the FoI Act , see scheme information boards on site as well as website http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/city-mayor-peter-soulsby/my-vision/connecting-leicester/new-proposals/
The Rutland and Derby PH?

Yes, this information is accessible elsewhere under s21 of the FoI Act ,see website http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/city-mayor-peter-soulsby/my-vision/connecting-leicester/new-proposals/
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

