Freedom of Information Act 2000 – use of bus lanes by private taxis
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:
Transport query. Leicester bound junctions of 1) Lutterworth Rd/Soar Valley Way and 2) Aylestone Rd/Middleton St

How many private taxis i.e. non- hackney have you prosecuted for use of the bus lane, and 2) what percentage of private taxis have you successfully prosecuted for the same offence?

Answer:
The information requested is not readily available. 
To explain further, the way Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs) are issued to motorists is via Automatic Number Plate Recognition (APRN).  
Under this process, only Vehicle Registration Mark is captured irrespective of what type of vehicle it is.
Since November 2016 to June 2017, Leicester City Council issued 9,704 fines on Lutterworth Road/Soar Valley Way and 13,086 on Lutterworth Road/Middleton Street.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the Council holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

In order to establish whether a private taxi has been issued a PCN and how many times and whether an appeal was made or not, the Council would have to integrate each case and record to identify relevant cases. It is estimated that this would take well over 18 hours of work to do the above work. 

This letter is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate cost limit.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

