Freedom of Information Act 2000 – road safety scheme
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
I refer to your news item “Road safety scheme will tackle speeding on section of Welford Road” (28 July 2017) announcing the forthcoming construction of safety improvements. I can find no record of any consultation into these proposals on your website nor any plans showing the proposed measures.

I am concerned that the proposals as described (i) will not reduce southbound speeds at times other than during the height of evening peak periods. This could cause drivers to race to complete the two-into-one merge before reaching the new refuges. As such it could actually increase southbound speeds, especially around the shoulders of peak periods

I am also concerned that the new refuges will encourage numerous pedestrians, especially school pupils going to and from Sir Jonathan North and Lancaster colleges, to cross at uncontrolled facilities rather than at the signalised pedestrian crossings at Chapel Lane or Overdale Rd/Aberdale Rd. One or both of these crossing facilities already serve the vast majority of pedestrian crossing demand on this stretch of Welford Road.

I am therefore concerned that the combination of the above issues could result in collisions between vehicles and pedestrians at the new refuges.

I am concerned that queuing back across the Chapel Lane junction by southbound traffic will increase in scale and frequency as a result of the downstream narrowing. This will lead to severe congestion.

I therefore wish to request under the FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT the information as outlined below:

Please provide a copy of the scheme proposals drawing(s).

Answer: Scheme drawing attached.
Names and signatures of Officers have been redacted since we consider that to be an absolute exemption under section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal notice under section 17 of the Freedom of information Act 2000.


Please provide a copy of the road safety investigation report, including the relevant personal injury collision data, that led to the conclusion in the press release “ . . the end result will make this section of road a lot safer for all road users.”


Personal injury collision data and map attached. Police speed data for May 2016 shows that approximately 62% of vehicles using this section of Welford Road were travelling above the 30mph speed limit and that 26% of vehicles were travelling in excess of the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) levels for enforcement. Speed is a major factor in the severity of road traffic collisions. The proposed improvements aim to achieve a reduction in vehicle speeds and therefore reduce the consequence of an incident.

Please provide a copy of any Road Safety Audits of the proposed scheme, complete with any exception reports, appropriately authorised.

Road Safety Audit of final design and designers response attached.


Please provide any documented reasons for not conducting public consultation into this scheme.

Public consultation is not defined in this request, however residents and Ward Councillors have submitted repeated requests for crossing facilities and traffic speed reduction, between 2006 and 2017.  Ongoing dialogue has taken place with residents and Ward Councillors leading to a scheme design that has their support and that of the emergency services, public transport operators and local schools. Residents have been consulted by letter and a press release issued. This has resulted in some amendments to the original design. Notwithstanding the above, The Highways Act 1980 contains a General Power of Improvement empowering highway authorities to improve highways. Full details can be found at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1980/66/part/V 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

