Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Children’s Act 1989
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked for:
Policies
1.       Do you have any guidance or policy documents or other such written material in respect of undertaking assessments and providing support pursuant to section 17 of the Children Act 1989 to families with no recourse to public funds (including documents specific to this issue, or of more general application but covering this issue)?
2.  If yes, please provide us with a copy.

Please provide me with a copy of the local protocol for child in need assessments – see the Working Together to Safeguard and Promote Children statutory guidance at paragraph 25 for the requirement to publish such protocol 
https://www.gov.uk/ government/uploads/system/ uploads/attachment_data/file/ 592101/Working_Together_to_ Safeguard_Children_20170213. pdf
Answer:
With respect to Qs1 and 2 above, this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain i.e. Local Safeguarding Children Board’s website at:
http://llrscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/contents.html
3.  Please provide a copy of your threshold document (see paragraph 18 Chapter 1 of the statutory guidance for the requirements to publish this document).

This document can be accessed via the following link:

http://lrsb.org.uk/uploads/view-the-llr-lscb-thresholds-for-access-to-services-for-children-and-families-in-leicester-leicestershire-rutland.pdf
This is therefore a refusal notice under Section 21 of the Act.
Financial subsistence
 

4.  Do you pay a set rate of financial subsistence to families with no recourse to public funds?

No. Each case is assessed on need and depends on individual circumstances. Cases are regularly reviewed on monthly basis 

 

5.  If yes, what is paid?

As above, no set criteria as some families have some income i.e. child benefit or some parents can work but cannot cover all costs. It depends on circumstances of assessed need.

 
6.  How has that figure been reached? E.g. is it by reference to Child Benefit rates, asylum support (section 4 or section 95 rates)?
As above – this is based on the individual needs of the family 

 
7.   When was this level set?

N/A

 

8.   Who took this decision?

N/A

9.   Please provide copies of any reports, minutes, decision documents detailing the setting of this rate?
The Council does not hold this information.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

There is no set rate, all families are assessed on an individual basis and this is regularly reviewed therefore there are no documents relating to the setting of this rate.
10.  If you do not pay a set rate of financial subsistence to families with no recourse to public funds, do you have any guidelines relating to rates of financial support?

As advised the rates are based on each family’s individual needs

 

11.   If yes, please provide a copy.

N/A

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
