Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Burial Grants
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked for:
I have read on the following blog that Leicester City Council gave a grant to the Muslim Burial Council of Leicester to fund out of hours Muslim burials.

http://leicestertabloid.blogspot.co.uk/2016/10/the-muslim-burial-you-pay-for.html
Please confirm if the Council still pays any grants to the Muslim Burial Council of Leicester, the amounts paid annually since 2007, and any future agreed payments that will be made, do any other religious groups receive grants to fund burials? If so, who? what for?

The FOl request above also mentions a grant given to the “Federation of Muslim Organisations” to “promote community cohesion” Please confirm if any grants have been paid to the “Federation of Muslim Organisations” and the amounts paid since 2007, any future agreed payments, and please confirm the other religious groups within Leicester that the council gives a grant to promote community cohesion

Finally, please could you confirm the length of the lease and the annual rent payable by the As-Salaam trust for their use of the former Thurnby lodge community Centre, how often is there a rent review?

Answer: 
Leicester City Council does not currently fund a grant to Muslim Burial Council of Leicester, this ended on the 30 September 2015. We do not fund any grants for out of hours burial service to any religious groups.

Our financial management system goes back to April 2009, for each year 2009 – 2014 inclusive Leicester City Council funded a grant to Muslim Burial Council of Leicester to the annual value of £18,000 and in 2015 a grant of £9,000, this was inclusive of providing a pre burial administration service on behalf of Leicester City Council and to support community cohesion.
In relation to the Federation of Muslim Organisations, during the period 2009/10 – 2015/16 Leicester City Council provided an annual grant to the Federation of Muslim Organisations of Leicester in accordance with a specification, the aims and outcomes of which would support community cohesion. Since 2015/16 no such grants related to community cohesion have been paid to the Federation of Muslim Organisations. The amounts were as follows:

2009/10 - £43,750

2010/11 - £43,750

2012/13 - £25,000

2013/14 - £25,000

2014/15 - £25,500

2015/16 - £20,833

We do not have access to the data for 2007 and 2008 therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
The City Council does not currently give financial support to any community-led groups or organisations (“religious” or otherwise) explicitly for promotion of community cohesion.

The As-Salaam trust lease for their use of the former Thurnby Lodge Community Centre is a registered lease and therefore lease details are public information on application to the land registry at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/land-registry.
Leicester City Council granted a 125 year term with 5 year rent reviews lease which commenced on the 21 May 2013, the annual rent £5000 per annum.
For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain i.e. the Land Registry.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

