Freedom of Information Act 2000 – SEND funding allocation
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested. 
You asked for:
· A copy of the Council’s current operational guidance for SEND High Needs Funding allocation (a URL to current policy document would be fine); 

Answer: 

Element 3 Funding 

i)
Setting apply for E3 funding via an application form, requesting information on child, setting, current provision and why funding will benefit child with outcomes. 

ii)
All forms adjudicated at a panel (once a month) made up of SENCo’s, Educational Psychologists, Teachers & Early Years Teachers.

iii)
Decision to award or not and if to award, allocate a banding – (See below)

iv)
Notify the setting of the award and make funding to setting (termly). 

Statutory Assessment
i)
see link below
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/services/special-education-service/statutory-education-health-and-care-ehc-plans/
         

· Information that describes “banding” or “element” arrangements that the Council uses to guide its allocation of High Needs Block funding;
For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain i.e. the Council’s website.

This information can be accessed via the following link:
http://www.leicester.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/special-educational-needs-sen/
· Information showing the maximum High Needs or Top-Up funding allocation (in pounds) that each specific band or element attracts in the current academic year (2017-18); 

Mainstream School Top-Up Rates (F2 & Above) (Element 3 Funding Only)

Band 1 – ‘Standard’ Top Up:  £2,272pa

Band 2 – ‘High Level’ Top Up:  £5,636pa

Band 3 – ‘Exceptional’ Top Up:  £8,900pa

Nursery Top Up rates (including F1 in Mainstream Schools)

Band 1 - £750pa

Band 2 - £1500pa

Band 3 - £2250pa

Band 4 - £3000pa

Band 5 - £3750pa

Band 6 - £4500pa

Special School Top Up Rates

Range from £8,203pa to £27,000pa

              

· Information showing the maximum High Needs or Top-Up funding allocation (in pounds) that each specific band or element attracted for each of the last two academic years (2015-16 and 2016-17). 

Same as 2017/2018

· If funding allocations for each band/element in 2017-18 are identical to those in 2015-16 and/or 2016-17, please say so. 

Same as 2017/2018

· If it is more efficient for you to provide these allocations based on financial years rather than academic years, please use financial years instead. 
· If the Council has changed its banding arrangements during the 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18 periods, please provide information showing the previous banding arrangements as well as the current ones. 

No changes between 2015-16 and 2017-18
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

