Freedom of Information Act 2000 – health service for probation service clients
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested. 
You asked for:
1. What health services does the public health department commission specifically for probation service clients (those seen by the National Probation Service, Community Rehabilitation Companies, or housed in probation Approved Premises) for:
- A) Substance misuse (drugs, alcohol and dual diagnosis)

Answer: The Council contracts specialist substance misuse services from Turning Point UK and this includes services for adults within the Criminal justice system; those in contact with the Community Rehabilitation Company and National Probation Service. It also includes substance misuse services within HMP Leicester.
- B) Public health (smoking cessation, communicable diseases, vaccinations, sexual health, healthy eating, exercise, mentors)
Please describe each service (e.g. clinics co-located with probation staff/within probation premises/Approved Premises, ‘through the gate’ continuity of healthcare work, Integrated Offender Management work), and give grade and hours of work for staff at the service(s)

No specific smoking cessation or sexual health services are commissioned for probation clients – they are referred/ signposted into mainstream services. 

We do commission a team of probation health trainers (this is jointly commissioned with Leicestershire County Council) - £150k/ year across both local authorities.  
The probation health trainers are all ex-offenders – they work with probation clients to tackle a range of health issues including supporting them to get registered with GPs/ dentists, support with (and sometimes even attending with the client) accessing substance misuse and mental health services and other health services.  They are trained as health trainers and can give advice regarding smoking cessation, healthy eating, physical activity and losing weight.  They are also aware of wider services and can help support clients to access housing support, debt management advice etc.  
They work with the client to develop a personal health plan, set goals etc. and see the client 1-1 for up to 6 contacts providing motivational support.  
The probation health trainers are embedded in the probation service and work mainly from probation premises. 
The team also recruit probation health champions who are volunteers that work with the health trainers.  This provides relevant experience and often results in the champions securing a post as a health trainer in the future.


2. Does the public health department facilitate access to mainstream (non-offender-specific) healthcare for probation service clients in any way (e.g. directly making probation staff aware of the services and referral procedures)? If so, please could you describe how you do this?

The probation health trainers are aware of and work with a range of mainstream healthcare services to facilitate access.  They support their clients, advocating for them and sometimes even attending appointments with them.  
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
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