Freedom of Information Act 2000 – EHC Assessment
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested. 
You asked:
Regulation 6 Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 sets out the advice that the Local Authority must secure as part of an Education Health and Care Needs Assessment. Part of that Regulation requires that advice and information in relation to social care is obtained during the EHC Needs Assessment.

Please advise the following with regard to EHC Needs Assessments from Sep 2014 to date, on a year by year basis. Do include new applications and transfers from Statement of SEN and LDA.

1.            How many EHC Needs Assessments were carried out?
Sept to Dec 2014 
- 30

Jan to Dec 2015 
- 241

Jan to Dec 2016
- 252

Jan to Sept 2017 
- 259        

2.            How many of (1) included a social care assessment?
100% had a social care assessment.

3.            How many of (2) were new to social care?
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The information requested is not held in a reportable format. This would require the manual check of systems to establish if social care had been involved with the family/young person prior to the EHC Needs Assessment.  Allowing 3 minutes to check each case would require almost 40 hours of officer time.
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

4.            Where a social care assessment was NOT carried out as part of the EHC Needs Assessment for a child or young person NEW to social care, what social care advice was provided?

Not applicable. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

