Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) - Housing and Economic Development Need Assessment (HEDNA)
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested. 
You asked:
I am writing to you to try to get some clarity on some of the figures for future housing need being bandied about in the press.  I refer particularly to “150k homes needed to meet demand by 2050” Leicester Mercury 29/09/17.

The article states: “some of the homes have already been granted planning permission or have had land allocated for them”, does the figure include all the sites granted permission but not developed? How much of 117,900 HEDNA figure and the 150,000 is already covered by completions, existing permissions or plan allocations?  

We would like to understand:
· How many homes are needed in addition to the 117,900 by 2036 calculated in the HEDNA? 

· How was this figure of 150,000 arrived at?  Is it merely an extrapolation forward of the assumptions made in calculating the 2011 to 2036 figure or were new assumptions made in arriving in the projected need contained in the figures for 2036 to 2050? 

· What is the annual housing requirement in the HMA from 2011 to 2050?  

· Have the HEDNA figures and the 150,000 it been independently validated and if so by what body? 

· How are the additional homes to be shared between the 7 authorities?  How does this fit with Local Plans?  What is number of homes required of each Leicestershire district to make up shortfalls in meeting housing need within the City? 

· What proportion of the housing will be affordable, social or council houses? 

· How much brownfield land is available within the city?  What proportion is available and suitable for housing development?  

· What steps are being taken to ensure developers don’t just sit on sites with planning permissions? 

Answer: 
Your request has been considered under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

This is because environmental information is defined within regulation 2(1) of the EIR as follows:
“any information in written, visual, aural, electronic or any other material form on –

(a) the state of the environment, such as air and atmosphere, water, soil, land and landscape and natural sites including wetlands…

(b) factors, such as substances, energy, noise, radiation or waste, emissions… affecting or likely to affect the elements of the environment referred to in (a);

(c) measures (including administrative measures), such as policies, legislation, plans, programmes…and activities affecting or likely to affect the elements and factors referred to in (a) and (b)…”.
The information in question falls within the above definition and is being collated in the draft Strategic Growth Plan. 
This is yet to be completed and finalised and the Council therefore applies the provisions of the exception to disclosure (a lawful reason under the EIR to withhold disclosure of requested information) of Regulation 12 (4) (d) – request relates to unfinished documents and incomplete data.
The Council considers that the public interest in disclosure of the requested information at this time is outweighed by the public interest in allowing the draft Strategic Growth Plan to be published in due course at: http://www.llstrategicgrowthplan.org.uk/ before the planned public consultation.  
The planned consultation is to start in January 2018. 

On that basis the Council also applies the provisions of Regulation 6(1)(b) – it is reasonable to make information available in another form or format, as detailed above.
The Council considers that the consultation draft Growth Plan to be published will clarify the issues in your query and, in addition, will allow for public comment to be made upon this.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

