Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

We are currently researching the cost of care homes for people aged 65 plus for our campaigning work and the Which? Elderly Care website.

We are therefore writing to request information on this topic pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 2000. In order to assist you with this request, we have outlined our query as specifically as possible below.

Request
1.       We would like to know the average weekly rate you paid to care home providers for people aged 65+ for the financial years 2015-16 and 2016-17: 

All service users placed by the local authority into a ‘care home’ setting (either residential or nursing care) will be in receipt of some level of personal care. To avoid duplication in our response, we have split our response into ‘residential’ and ‘nursing’ care. We are confident that this is the most accurate and useful way to present this data

a. Residential Care, basic rate 2015/16 = £444.63. 2016/17 = £448.07

b. Residential Care, dementia needs 2015/16 = £442.57. 2016/17 = £447.62

c. Nursing care, basic rate 2015/16 = £457.54. 2016/17 = £563.69

d. Nursing care, dementia needs 2015/16 = £457.76. 2016/17 = £463.42

These figures should be exclusive of any NHS continuing healthcare funding contributions.
If you pay a single rate regardless of needs for residential and/or nursing care, please supply as the ‘basic rate’.

2.                   We would like to know how many care home places for people aged 65+ you funded for the financial years 2015-16 and 2016-17:

a.                   Partly funded     2015/16 = 280                    2016/17 = 275
  

By ‘Partly Funded’, we have cited the total number of care home places for people aged 65+ we funded for the financial years 2015-16 and 2016-17, where a third party top up was required.

b.                  Wholly funded    2015/16 = 1279               2016/17 = 1274
By ‘Wholly Funded’, we have cited the total number of care home places for people aged 65+ we funded for the financial years 2015-16 and 2016-17, where a third party top up was not required.

3. Of those people aged 65+ residing in a care home that you wholly funded in 2015-16 and 2016-17:
a.                   How many entered into a third-party top-up contract with you in 2015-16? 

b.                  How many entered into a third-party top-up contract with you in 2016-17? 

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The information requested is not held in a reportable format.  This data, if held, would be recorded on an individual’s case file and would require the manual trawl of each user record.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

