Freedom of Information Act 2000 – grants and funding for businesses/ charities
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
1. In the two most recent full financial years (2015-16 and 2016-17) how much money was paid in grants and funding to local businesses/start-ups, religious groups/establishments, and charities by your council? This does not include loans.

 

For example, payments made to support a new business that could benefit the local economy, enable a charity to carry out worthy project, money to enable a local church to offer support to homeless people, etc.

Please break down by year.
2. For the year 2016-17, please break down by the name of the charity/business, the amount of money they received, and a brief outline of the services or projects they offer/planned to offer.

Answer:
We do not hold records in this format.  To gather this information from across the Council would require a detailed review of all payment records linked to a detailed review of the status of the recipients which would take well in access of the time/cost threshold.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending 2.5 working days in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit. 
Some information in relation to grants given by our Neighbourhood Services to voluntary community and social enterprise organisations are published on the Councils Transparency and Open Data page which can be accessed via the following link:

http://directory.leicester.gov.uk/transparency-directory/?theme=&dataset=&month=&year=&frequencyPublished=&q=grants
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

