Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Elective Home Education
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
A) Can you please categorise how those known to the team dealing with elective home education became known? E.g. School, Doctor, self-referral, concerns about the educational provision reported etc.

Answer: Majority come through Education Welfare Service. Occasionally through Educational Psychology Service, Special Education Service or NHS


i) Does the local authority seek to satisfy itself that the educational provision the parent(s) are providing is suitable to the child's age, aptitude, ability and any SEN as soon as they become aware that parents are electively home educating, regardless of how they become known to the local authority?

Leicester City Council seeks to satisfy itself that a child not on roll at a school is not being offered an unsuitable education, regardless of how they become known to the local authority.


ii) How many instances have there been in the years (from January 1st to December 31st) 2015, 2016, 2017 and to the date of this FOI where the person dealing with elective home education has or has had concerns that a 'suitable' education is not being provided?

	Year
	Total 

	2015
	32

	2016
	36

	2017
	30

	2018
	3



B) I would also appreciate it if this information could be broken down into categories:

1) whether they feel that no education is taking place? 
2) whether they feel that the philosophy of education is inadequate - for example in the case of autonomous or child led learning, that the particular child is not appearing to be learning 'enough'? 
3) whether there are concerns because the family have not implemented a structured approach? 
4) or whether the fact that the national Curriculum is not being followed is causing concern? 
5) a qualified third party is not involved in the child’s education? 
6) An educational report has not been provided by a third party such as; a teacher etc.

Leicester City Council seeks to work with families who choose to home educate and respects their right of choice and methodology.  However, if it appears that the education provided is unsuitable to age, ability and aptitude, the case is closed and referred back to the Education Welfare Service.

We do not formally classify cases in the categories above.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

C) I would like to know of these children, how many of these concerns were proven?

Every child who ceases to be considered as receiving a suitable education is referred to Children Missing Education (CME) unless the family make an application for a school place and follow the admissions procedure registering their child at a school.


i) Of the children in the above 4 categories, please indicate if further steps have or are being taken - for example, referred to CME or issued with a School Attendance Order. Please break it down into each year asked for.

We presume this question is asking for the numbers of cases that proceeded to the Magistrates’ Court for failure to comply with an School Attendance Order (SAO) where the case was proven.

· In the cases that did not proceed to court, the usual outcome was that the children were registered at a school.

· All the cases that that went to court were proven – numbers below but there were 2 additional cases that the council withdrew when we were satisfied that a suitable education was being provided at the point of the court process taking place

	Year of court hearing
	These are the total children who had been EHE where education was not deemed to be suitable and where LA took legal action (failure to comply with an SAO (s443 Education Act 1996)

	2015
	3

	2016
	8

	2017
	5

	2018
	4


NB Shown by the year in which the prosecution action took place.

SAOs

In addition to the above data in the table:

· In 2015, there were an additional 3 SAOs of which 2 were not pursued as the parents registered the children at a school and 1 was not pursued due to the age of the child

· In 2016, there were an additional 3 SAOs of which 1 was not pursued as the parent registered the child at a school and 2 were not pursued due to the ages of the children

· In 2017, there were an additional 9 SAOs of which 4 were not pursued as the parents registered the children at a school and 2 are still live cases into 2018. Also, 1 emigrated and 2 returned to EHE status when further information was provided.


ii) Please indicate how many of these went to court in 2015, 2016 and 2017.

As per table above


iii) Please also indicate if any Education Supervision Orders are currently in court for this population?

None


Finally, please provide all recorded documentation relating to elective home education including policies, procedures (2015 - present) and recorded communications relating to elective home education (2017 - present), including any e-mail attachments. This does not include communications between the Elective Home Education team and electively home educating parents or information that falls under S40 (which I expect to be redacted).

All communication relates to individual children and is therefore exempt from release under Section 40.2 (personal data). The Council judges that disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1-fair and lawful processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes and this therefore acts as a refusal notice under Section17 of The Act.

Link to our current Elective Home Education Policy is:

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/179810/elective-home-education-policy.pdf
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

