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A) If they leave before the date on the section 21 notice but have no 

permanent residence to go to?

B) If they leave on expiry of the section 21 notice, but have no permanent 

residence to go to?

C) If they leave after a possession order is issued by a court but have no 

permanent residence to go to?

D) If they leave after a warrant of possession is issued by a court but have no 

permanent residence to go to?

E) Or in any other circumstances? 

2. How many (a) households; (b) individuals; and (c) children under 18 applied 

to the council for homelessness assistance following the receipt of a valid 

section 21 order from their landlord in the financial years:

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-2018

Comments

A) Households 117 108

All declarations (includes Singles and Households with dependent children), including ones that have been 

withdrawn before a decision was made

B) Individuals 23 22Single Households only

C) Children under 18 0 0

Under 18yo Households only

3. Of the answers to Q2i-iii (years 2014-17), please can you indicate how many 

(a) households; (b) individuals; and (c) children under 18 were classed by the 

council as: 

Intentionally Homeless 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-2018

Comments

A) Households 9 4

All declarations (includes Singles and Households with dependent children) where customers were found to be 

intentionally Homeless

B) Individuals 2 1Single Households only

C) Children under 18 0 0

Under 18yo Households only

Unintentionally Homeless 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-2018

Comments

A) Households 42 35

All declarations (includes Singles and Households with dependent children) where customers were Accepted as 

Homeless

B) Individuals 1 2Single Households only

C) Children under 18 0 0

Under 18yo Households only

4. How many (a) households; (b) individuals; and (c) children under 18 who 

were evicted from their home after receiving a valid section 21 notice were 

housed by the council in the financial years:

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-2018

Comments

A) Households

65 (56 LCC housing 

Stock & 9 Private 

Sector)

54 (39 LCC 

housing Stock & 

15 Private Sector)

All declarations (includes Singles and Households with dependent children), including ones that have been 

withdrawn before a decision was made

B) Individuals

5 (3 LCC housing 

Stock & 2 Private 

Sector)

3 (3 LCC housing 

Stock) Single Households only

C) Children under 18 0 0

Under 18yo Households only

*Additional comment 2016-2017 2017-2018

Number of declarations without the homelessness reason 19 22
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1. Would you consider a tenant who applies to the council for homelessness assistance following receipt of a valid section 21 notice to be intentionally homeless in any of the following circumstances: 

We are unable to give specific answers to each example posed in 

Question 1 as applications are evaluated on a case by case basis, and the 

subject of intentionality is often complex.

The legislation we use to evaluate intentional homelessness is s.191 of the Housing Act 1996, Part 7, but this is also clarified by 

the Code of Guidance, and by case law over the years.  For example, important case law of particular relevance to intentionality 

in some of the scenarios you described is Din 1981 and Ali 2009 which clarified that accommodation must be reasonable for 

continued occupation at the time of the act, and that it must be reasonable to continue to occupy on a long term basis, and also 

‘Haile v London Borough of Waltham Forest [2015] UKSC 34’ whereby Lord Reed clarified that a question local authorities must 

ask themselves is “if she had not done that deliberate act would she have still become homeless?”.



As such, it may be that in some cases an applicant is not intentionally homeless for leaving at the end of valid section 21 notice, 

and in most cases would not be intentionally homeless at the end of a possession order.  However, I would re-iterate my earlier 

point that this will depend on the individual circumstances of the case, taking into consideration the reasonableness of the 

accommodation, and the officer’s/applicant’s prospects in preventing homelessness through negotiation with the landlord, or 

in another way.
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