Freedom of Information Act 2000 – social housing fraud
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Please could you provide for the 2016/2017 financial year the:

· total number of social tenancy frauds detected.
Answer: 0

· total number of social tenancy fraud cases investigated.
26
· number of prosecutions brought under Prevention of Social Housing Fraud Act 2014.
0

· total number (absolute and full time equivalent) of employees undertaking investigations and prosecutions of social tenancy fraud.

8

If this information is not available for the 2016/2017 financial year please could you provide the most recent yearly figures available. 

In addition to this I am aware that the Local Government Transparency Code 2015 requires you to publish the information listed below. Please could you provide this information for 2016/2017 or could I be directed to where this is available. 

· number of occasions they use powers under the Prevention of Social Housing Fraud (Power to Require Information) (England) Regulations 2014, or similar powers.
13

· total number (absolute and full time equivalent) of employees undertaking investigations and prosecutions of fraud. 

8

· total number (absolute and full time equivalent) of professionally accredited counter fraud specialists.

8

· amount spent by the authority on the investigation and prosecution of fraud.

The 2016/17 Corporate Fraud & DCLG spends were as follows:

Corporate Fraud £458,962.64

DCLG £142,885.94

Total £601,848.58.

· total number of fraud cases investigated.

206
To clarify the type of fraud in question is tenancy fraud (specifically of social homes). It is defined by the Fraud Advisory panel as being when “a housing association or council home is occupied for someone who is either not legally entitled to be there or has obtained use of the property fraudulently”.

Due to this, Tenancy fraud includes behaviours such as unlawful subletting, fraudulent applications, fraudulent succession and right to buy fraud. It does not however include housing benefit fraud which is a form of benefit fraud. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

