Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations Act 2004

Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

- List of plots of land that are unbuilt on
Regulation 12(4)(b) of the Environmental Information Regulations (EIR) provides that a public authority may refuse to disclose information to the extent that the request for information is manifestly unreasonable and Leicester City Council consider that this exception applies in this case.
While under the EIR there is no appropriate cost limit above which authorities are not required to deal with requests for information, the ICO’s guidance on regulation 12(4)(b) states ‘In assessing whether the cost, or the amount of staff time involved in responding to a request, is sufficient to render a request manifestly unreasonable the FOIA fees regulations may be a useful starting point’.
We have land holdings throughout the city but these are not “building plots” but land held for various reasons including every park, highway verge etc. we do not hold a list of these plots.
It is estimated that the time it would take to search systems, maps etc. to locate, retrieve and extract the information requested would considerably exceed the appropriate limit for a FOIA request of £450 or 18 hours of staff time.
Therefore, Leicester City Council considers that the exception contained in Regulation 12(4)(b) of the EIR is engaged.

- Out of those plots of land, which are for sale and how many square meters they are
We have no development sites currently being marketed


- For all of the plots available for sale please provide land survey reports.

We have no development sites currently being marketed.

- For all the plots of land available for sale, what was Leicester city Councils purchase price
We have no development sites currently being marketed.


- Plots of land that have been sold within the last 5 years and there purchase price and respective square meterage, with a break down per year
Again, it is estimated that the time it would take to search the records of our Property Estates and Building Service and Legal Service to locate, retrieve and extract the information would considerably exceed the appropriate limit for a FOIA request of £450 or 18 hours of staff time.

Therefore, Leicester City Council considers that the exception contained in Regulation 12(4)(b) of the EIR is engaged.

- Please provide information on the councils strategy for selling land
Please see the attached document which details our general disposal policy.

- What is the general process around the council selling its land
Sites are assessed individually as to the most appropriate method.


- Please advise of the council strategies for supporting people who are self building
The City Council maintains a self-build register (https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-plans-and-strategies/planning-and-development/land-and-building-asset-registers/). The City Council are also developing a new Local Plan for the city - the use of policies to support opportunities for self-build and/or allocating land for self-build will be considered through the drafting of the plan.

- What is the percentage success rate of planning applications submitted for new build houses within the last 5 years, with a break down per year
2013 93.5%

2014 84%

2015 83%

2016 91%

2017 70%

- What is the total number of applications you have received for self build housing within the last 5 years, with a break down per year
It is not currently possible to differentiate between applications for self-build and non self-build housing (for example it is not a requirement of submitting a planning application to specify whether the proposal is or is not ‘self-build’). Therefore Regulation 12(4)(a) is engaged, we do not hold this information.


- What is the process for becoming a Leicester City Council approved house builder.

Building projects would go out to tender.

- What is Leicester City Councils strategy for building new houses in the next 5 years, with a break down per year
The council intends to build 49 new council homes within the next few years and to bring further sites forward to develop more new council homes on.  The year by year profiling of the projected starts/completions of these new council homes has not yet been done and therefore we cannot supply a breakdown by year. Therefore Regulation 12(4)(a) is engaged. 


- Please provide the councils decision making process on selling land
Sites are assessed individually as to the most appropriate method.


- Please provide a list of the variables within the councils decision making process around selling land, for example return on investment percentage,GDV etc
Sites are assessed individually as to the most appropriate method


- Please advise on the councils strategy for buying houses in the next 5 years, with a breakdown per year
The council will seek to buy back 6 former council homes a year for each of the next 5 years.  


- Please provide the number of houses the council has built over the last 5 years, with a breakdown per year
2013/14: 0

2014/15: 81

2015/16: 0

2016/17: 0

2017/18: 0 


- Please provide the number of houses the council intends to build over the next 5 years, with a breakdown per year

The council intends to build 49 new council homes within the next few years and to bring further sites forward to develop more new council homes on.  The year by year profiling of the projected starts/completions of these new council homes has not yet been done and therefore we cannot supply a breakdown by year. Therefore Regulation 12(4)(a) is engaged. 


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

