Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. 
You asked:

Please can you assist me with a few queries as I am a concerned member of the public who had plans to hire out the Rushey Mead Recreation Centre in the near future. I understand that I am entitled to request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act for the Rushey Mead Recreation Centre.

Queries
1. Name and contact details of the Architect who has drawn up the latest merger plans for Rushey Mead Recreation Centre.

2. Name of the contact/company to whom any Building Control/Regulation application has been submitted to. Also please can you provide me with the application number of this request. Also, the date that the Building Control application was submitted for the modification works proposed at Rushey Mead Recreation Centre.

3. Provide the Soundproofing test results (for each area) of draft merger plans for Rushey Mead Recreation Centre.

4. Total usable floor area (msq) of the current Rushey Mead library and merged Rushey Mead library (excluding Recreation Hall size). 

5. How much of the library area will be a secure pathway for disability access into the Rushey Mead Recreation Centre? - this is not shown in the merger plans. What is the size of the disability access pathway from the main library entrance into the Recreation Hall.

6. ALL correspondence mentioning RMLCF (Rushey Mead Library Centre Friends) from any other individual or group

7.What data was used to determine whether the Rushey Mead Recreation Centre was appropriate for the merger proposal.

8. Why was the library site not considered for merged services during the TNS community consultation? [undermines the purpose of community consultation which should not prejudice any one option over another]

9. Source report: Transforming Neighbourhood 
Services 
North East Area Engagement 
Findings of the focus groups and public consultation 
As at 18th July 2016 states: 

"Draft proposals are being developed based on the evidence received along with factual information 
collected from the relevant services and information around future usage from service providers and funders". 

Please can we get this information of evidence and the planned future usage of Rushey Mead Rec Centre as mentioned above?

10. Date of TNS equality impact created on IT system for North East area assessment (IT audit trail of date equality impact assessment was created , amended and completed) 

11. Capacity of proposed merged RUSHEY MEAD library area and merged Rushey Mead Rec Centre - please give details of how and when the capacity was calculated. 

12. Maximum capacity of the number of people that can CURRENTLY use the Rushey Mead Library.

13. Maximum capacity of the number of people that can CURRENTLY use the Recreation Centre.

14. Provide the calculation (including criteria) used to calculate 11, 12 and 13 

15. Please provide the usable floor space area measurement and capacity of the Library and the Rec centre of the new merger plans and how they compare with the current capacities?

16. Evidence of raw data (facts and figures) used to create the equality impact assessment for Rushey Mead TNS consultation.

The limit for complying with a request for information from one person (or a linked series of requests purporting to come from several people) is £450 (charged at a rate of £25 per hour of staff time to determine, identify, extract and retrieve the requested information). 
The Council can refuse a request if it estimates that the cost of compliance would exceed this limit. This provision is found at Section 12 of the FOIA and similar provisions exist under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) at Regulation 12 (4) (b) where a request is judged to be manifestly unreasonable.

When calculating the costs of complying with these requests, which would require an extensive search in a number of locations the Council can aggregate (total) the costs of all related requests it has received within 60 working days from the same person or from people who seem to be working together. 

To explain further, under Section 12 (4) of the FOIA, if two or more requests are made to a public authority by one person or by a group of people requesting the same or similar, related information, then the estimated cost of complying with any of the requests is to be taken to be the estimated total cost of complying with all of them.

Further to this, under Section 5 (2) of the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, requests can be aggregated where:

(a) the two or more requests from one person or from several people who appear to the Public Authority to be acting in concert and relate, to any extent, to the same or similar information, and 

(b) those requests are received by the public authority within any period of sixty consecutive working days

In this instance the Council has received several requests regarding this matter within such a time period and it therefore applies these provisions as the estimated cost of compliance would exceed the £450 limit advised above. No disclosure of requested information will be made in this instance.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

