Freedom of Information Act 2000 – housing affordability assessments 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the following information.
You asked:
1.  Please can you send us copies of all documents currently used by your housing officers to conduct these housing affordability assessments (such as guidance notes, briefings, training sessions and template forms). If any of these documents are already in the public domain, please can you send a link to where we can retrieve these exact documents?
 
These documents could include (but not be limited to):

·              Guidance for housing officers on how to carry out affordability assessments
·              Training materials on how to assess affordability
·              Template income and expenditure forms
·              Details of what costs are regarded as essential living needs.
·              Costs of essential living needs, for different family types, used in affordability assessments
 
2.  If not included in the above documents, please can you send us the following information:
·              A list of items that are regarded as essential living needs, for the purpose of assessing affordability
·              A list of costs of essential living needs, for different family types, that are used for the purpose of assessing affordability

Answer: 
Our officers follow the Homelessness code of guidance for Local Authorities which sets out the advice to follow when assessing the suitability for accommodation including affordability.   
This document is publicly accessible at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homelessness-code-of-guidance-for-local-authorities
This therefore constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain i.e. on the GOV.UK website.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

