Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. 
You asked for:
1/ For the last four financial years (including April 2017 - March 31st 2018), on how many occasions did children in care (‘looked after children’) go missing? 

2/ For the last financial year (April 2017- March 2018), of the occasions where children in care went missing and were then found, how many were found to have been:

a) hurt or harmed physically while they were missing

b) sexually assaulted or exploited while they were missing

c) involved in the sale of drugs while they were missing

d) engaged in criminal activities during their absence

Please include all known incidences, even if a child experienced more than one e.g. where a child was both hurt or harmed physically and sexually assaulted, please included occasions as figures for both part a and part b. 

Most of this information will be produced by Independent Return interviews which are conducted after children in care go missing. The findings are shared with the local authority when produced by a different authority on their behalf. Please see this link for more information:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/208528/Statutory_guidance_on_children_who_run_away_or_go_missing_from_home_or_care_consultation_-_final.pdf
3/ For the last four financial years (including April 2017 - March 31st 2018), how many children in care were unaccompanied asylum seeking children?

4/ For the last four financial years (including April 2017 - March 31st 2018), on how many occasions did unaccompanied asylum seeking children go missing?

Between 2016/17 and 2017/18 we changed our reporting mechanisms when children in care go missing.

Prior to 2017/18, we sometimes recorded children as ‘absent’, rather than missing, if we knew or suspected where they were.

From 2017/18 we began to record every incident when a child leaves care without prior arrangement as ‘missing’, regardless of the circumstances or length of time they are missing.

The new definition for a ‘missing person’ is as follows: “Anyone whose whereabouts cannot be established will be considered as missing until located and their wellbeing or otherwise confirmed”.

Some children in care may repeatedly go missing for short times; in this case every instance is recorded as a new instance of ‘missing’, even if this occurs several times in one day. 

Please find the answers in the spreadsheet attached.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall, 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

