Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. 
You asked for:
Has your authority set up a town centre commission?   

No

Has it established a 10-year plan? 
In respect of Planning the Core Strategy was adopted in 2010 and updated in 2014
Do you a have a policy to locate public sector buildings in the town centre? 

     No. We do not have a policy that specifically requires public sector buildings to be located in the town centre. However, if the building is considered to be a “main town centre use” in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework we would seek to locate these buildings in the town centre in the first instance. As an example the Council’s Core Strategy Policy CS10 seeks to locate office development in the City Centre in the first instance. 
Have you established the concept of a community hub for your town centre? 

     No
Does your council provide loans to small companies? 
Leicester City Investment Fund (LCIF)

The investment fund is designed to encourage business growth and job creation in the Leicester area. Loans of up to £4million will be available to eligible companies.

Types of investment could include:

•Infrastructure provision at key development sites

•Acquisition of land or commercial/industrial property

•Construction or redevelopment of commercial/industrial/housing property, including extensions to premises; and

•Other proposals related to inward investment

Loans will typically be for terms of up to seven years with commercial interest rates which reflect the risk profile of the business.

To be eligible, projects must:

•have a clear link to jobs secured within the Leicester area - both job creation and jobs safeguarded

•demonstrate there is a funding gap in the funding required

•be able to sustain the loan repayments

We will offer flexible loan terms and arrangements will be determined with each business. For more information please email Joanne Ives on joanne.ives@leicester.gov.uk. 

Does your authority subsidise business rates for charity shops? 

Yes generally mandatory relief 80% and discretionary relief of up to 20% depending on the rateable value and whether the retail provision is in competition with other shops.

Does your authority require malls to provide affordable space for small traders?  

No

Does your town centre have a process to carry out regular health checks to assess performance? 

     The performance of the city is captured in the Economic Action Plans – see links below.
Economic Action Plan 2015-2020
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/57817/economic-action-plan-2016-2020.pdf
Economic Action Plan 2012 

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/182516/economic-action-plan-2012.pdf
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall, 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

