Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Sale of art by the authority
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the following information.
You asked:
Please provide the following records for each of the years 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and (up to the present date ) 2018

• The amount of funds raised from the sale of art in the possession of the authority
• Details of the art sold. E.g.: titles if possible, quantity, description (sculpture etc.)
• If known, details of whether the buyer was another public authority, private sector or individual

Answer: 
Leicester City Council has not sold any works of art in the periods 2014 – present day (or prior to these dates) and therefore no funds have been raised.

Leicester City Council owns and manages a number of museums which are Accredited with Arts Council England.  The Accreditation scheme is the national standard for the management of museums.  An important aspect of fulfilling the criteria for Accreditation is to adhere to the Museum Association’s Ethical Guidelines which stat:

‘The MA Code of Ethics prohibits financially motivated disposals, apart from in certain exceptional circumstances, as it risks damaging public confidence in museums and the principle that collections should not primarily be seen as financially negotiable assets.’ 

Museums Association Disposal toolkit Appendix 4: Additional Guidance on Financially Motivated Disposal

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

