FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would like to request the following information regarding Fostering placements for Looked After Children. Please provide answers on the attached accompanying spreadsheet.

 

1.     Who, within the local authority, has commissioning responsibility for Fostering placements for Looked After Children? Please provide the following:

a. Name

b. Job title

c. Telephone no. 

e. Email address

 
Staff names below that of Head of Service are exempt from release under Section 40(2) of The Act as they are personal data. The Council judges that this personal data is being processed for the purposes of employment and that disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1– fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes. Therefore, this Information is exempt from release.

2.     How many approved foster carer households are registered with the Local Authority as at 31st Mar-22, 30th Jun-22, 30th Sep-22, 31st Dec-22, 31st Mar-23, 30th Jun-23, 30th Sep-23, and 31st Dec-23 (if unavailable please provide the most recent data available - please give date)?

Note: We are referring to in-house LA foster carer households excluding kinship carer households.
 
	
	1/04/22 to 31/03/23 
	1/04/23 to 6/02/24

	Mainstream
	211
	184

	Kinship 
	101
	82


3.     How many Looked After Children (LAC) has the Local Authority funded in foster care placements, with in-house foster carers, with Independent Fostering Agency (IFA) carers, with Kinship (family and friends) foster carers and in IFA therapeutic fostering placements, as at 31st Mar-22, 30th Jun-22, 30th Sep-22, 31st Dec-22, 31st Mar-23, 30th Jun-23 and 30th Sep-23 and 31st Dec-23 (if unavailable please provide the most recent data available - please give date)?

Note: Therapeutic foster care is also known as therapy foster care, multidimensional treatment foster care, specialist foster care, treatment foster (family) care and family-based treatment. It is designed for young people who cannot live at home, usually due to behavioural problems including chronic delinquency.
 
As per the response below.  We cannot distinguish therapeutic IFA from IFA within the data.

	
	InHouse
	Kinship
	IFA

	31/03/2022
	185
	96
	153

	30/06/2022
	186
	98
	153

	30/09/2022
	167
	104
	149

	31/12/2022
	183
	97
	148

	31/03/2023
	190
	88
	146

	30/06/2023
	193
	83
	133

	30/09/2023
	182
	81
	133

	31/12/2023
	174
	83
	128


4.     What are the average weekly fees that the local authority would pay to foster care providers (in-house, IFAs and IFA therapeutic fostering placements) for the following age groups in 2021/22, 2022/23 and year to date in 2023/24?

 

Note: By average weekly fee we mean skill fee element only, excluding agency fee etc, and the fee paid to foster carers per week, not the fostering allowance.

 

      a. 0 to 4

      b. 5 to 10

      c. 11 to 15

      e. 16 to 18
· Please note that IFAs do not provide a breakdown of skill fees, figures are based on average costs only for the entire placement. 

· We do not have details of which placements provide therapeutic services so have included average fees for those on enhanced packages which MAY include therapy.

· All answers based on March budgets of that year except YTD which is January.
 

	Average Weekly fees
	Age ranges
	2021/22
	2022/23
	2023/24 YTD

	IFA
	0-4
	£795.28
	£793.16
	£835.91

	
	5-10
	£803.17
	£815.87
	£880.70

	
	11-15
	£817.12
	£847.98
	£888.96

	
	16-18
	£795.76
	£822.14
	£901.17

	
	
	
	
	

	IFA enhanced.
This does not necessarily mean therapeutic services but could include them
	0-4
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	
	5-10
	£1,489.50
	£1,437.12
	£1,492.35

	
	11-15
	£1,279.39
	£1,285.15
	£1,436.55

	
	16-18
	N/A
	£1,261.43
	£1,582.24


 

	Average weekly fees
	Age ranges 0-18 for all schemes
	2021/22
	2022/23
	2023/24 YTD

	In-House Foster Carers

Please note that the skills element is the same for all age ranges. Enhanced Scheme only started year 2022/23.
	Level 1
	£50.00
	£50.00
	£50.00

	
	Level 2
	£90.00
	£90.00
	£90.00

	
	Enhanced
	-
	£250.00
	£250.00

	
	Contract/ Specialist
	£440.00
	£440.00
	£440.00


 

5.     Please provide a list of Independent Fostering Agencies used by the Council. Please provide data for the last financial year 2022/23 (if available); if not, the most recent data available – please give date.

a.     Please provide the total number of placements with each agency.

b.     Please provide total expenditure with each agency. 

· Placements are not necessarily a full year and some could be the same child within 2 different IFA’s

· No. of placements exclude respite but expenditure includes this amount

· All figures taken from March 2023 budget

 

	IFA Providers 2022/23
	No. placements
	Expenditure

	Acorn Fostering Services
	3
	£83,153.63

	Banya
	2
	£97,153.00

	Barnado's
	1
	£40,866.96

	By The Bridge
	2
	£111,764.72

	Capstone Foster Care (Midlands)
	4
	£179,923.58

	Childcare Bureau
	1
	£43,549.38

	Compass Central
	27
	£890,014.47

	Compass Fostering West
	4
	£32,111.77

	Credo Care Limited
	1
	£78,325.57

	Elite Fostering
	4
	£88,260.28

	Ethelbert Children's Services
	2
	£103,608.38

	Foster Care Associates
	1
	£48,116.12

	Fostercare Link
	25
	£640,970.27

	Fostering People
	10
	£366,547.24

	Fostering Solutions
	4
	£69,888.45

	Fosterplus
	1
	£282.48

	ISP (Integrated Services Programme)
	5
	£209,318.53

	Jay Fostering
	38
	£1,380,448.21

	Leicestershire County Council
	1
	£38,801.59

	Nexus
	11
	£307,489.20

	NFA
	29
	£850,010.96

	Nurture Fostering
	1
	£46,996.69

	Oak Fostering Ltd
	1
	£104,285.71

	Parallel Parents
	5
	£207,373.71

	People Who Foster 
	3
	£136,056.00

	Regional Foster Families Ltd
	1
	£11,769.80

	Regional Fostering Services
	5
	£97,767.10

	Star Fostering
	3
	£32,229.15

	Sun Beam Fostering
	2
	£77,692.86

	Swiis Fostering
	4
	£41,133.71

	TACT
	2
	£52,983.00

	True Fostering
	1
	£6,812.85


 

6.     What is the gross total expenditure (excluding fostering staff team costs) on fostering services for Looked After Children? Please provide actual figures for financial years 2019/20 to 2022/23, as well as budgeted expenditure for 2023/24.
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2019/20 (actual)

2020121 (actual)

2021122 (actual)

2022123 (actual)

2023124 (budget)

Gross total expenditure

9,704,000

9,660,000

10,255,000

10,979,000

11,083,000





Amounts are for internal fostering and IFAs.

Please note that for 2023-24 this is the projected spend.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
