Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: public health funerals
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Request 1 (ref. 30524)
1. Does your local authority refer cases where you are unable to locate a next of kin to a funeral director and if so please confirm the name of the funeral director.

Answer:
Leicester City Council has a contract with Co-op Funeral Care to arrange Public Health Funerals.

2. The number of cases in the last 10 years by your local authority where you have been unable to trace a next of kin or beneficiary or other person with a legal entitlement to the proceeds of sale.

Leicester City Council does not record this information in an easily retrievable format.  To collate the information, it would require a manual search of over 350 case files. It is estimated that to trawl through each one, at approximately 20 minutes per file, this exercise would take 116.66 hours. 
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of Section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.
You may wish to refine and resubmit your request so that it reduces the
cost to within the 'appropriate limit'.

Request 2 (ref 30531)
1. Can you please provide me with the electronic link to the most recent version of your public health funerals list.

Leicester City Council does not have an electronic link to a publicly accessible list of public health funerals. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by the Council.

2. If the public health funeral list that you maintain is not up to date please provide details of public health funerals conducted up to the 31st December 2023 or up to the latest date available.

N/A, see above.

3. If you do not maintain an online list please can you provide details of the public health funerals carried out by your authority from January 2015 to the latest date available confirming the name of the deceased, date of birth and date of death and location.

The information requested is exempt from release under Section 31(1)(a) - Law enforcement, where disclosure would, or would likely to prejudice the prevention or detection of crime.

In The Information Commissioner’s Office decision notice dated 14th October 2015 (FS50584670), The Commissioner considers that there is a strong public interest inherent in section 31(1)(a), which in this case is avoiding prejudice to crime prevention. He also considers that there is a strong public interest in preventing the impact of crime on individuals, for example, relatives of a deceased person who are financially affected if an estate which has been stolen from or who would suffer damage and distress as a result of fraud being committed using the deceased’s details.

The Commissioner considers that there are other mechanisms in place for the administration of estates of persons who die intestate and without a known kin. One such mechanism is provided by the Bona Vacantia Division of the Government Legal Department. Some information may be available to you on this website under s21 of the act – information accessible elsewhere, please click on the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/unclaimed-estates-list

4. Further please provide confirmation as to whether or not you have identified a next of kin for each person for whom you conducted a public health funeral.

Please see response to Q2 in request 1 above.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
