Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: MIPIM costs
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Can I ask how much officer time and actually expenditure has been spent on preparing and attending the MIPIM conference for the last 4 years including MIPIM 2024?
Answer:

The council holds some of the information you have requested.
The Importance of MIPIM for Leicester

· MIPIM is recognised as one of the world's largest property conferences, attracting a significant investor audience. RX France, the event organiser, estimates that investors comprise of a quarter of attendees. This concentration of potential partners is a key reason why local authorities, including Leicester, participate in MIPIM.

· Our primary objective at MIPIM is to identify partners who can contribute to Leicester's regeneration agenda. The conference environment fosters collaboration and allows us to connect with like-minded individuals who share our vision and values for the city's future.

· MIPIM also presents a valuable opportunity for knowledge exchange, learning from best practices implemented by other cities and share our own development strategies.

· While attending a conference in France might create the optics of a leisure trip, this is far from the reality. MIPIM is a working event with intensive calendar schedules and numerous pre-arranged meetings with targeted developers and investors aligned with Leicester's specific needs. This critical mass of developers and investors provides a unique opportunity for meetings.

Leicester City Council prioritises cost-effectiveness when participating in MIPIM. While Freedom of Information reports indicate that some other local authorities' expenditures can reach around £100,000, the Council strives to optimise its modest budget allocation for the event.

MIPIM 2024

	
	Flights
	Delegation Tickets
	Accommodation
	Nice Airport Transfers
	UK Airport Parking
	Sub Total
	Leicester City Contribution at 50%

	Delegate 1*

(4.5 Officer Days)
	£112.54
	£1,270.77*
	£364.17*
	£45.36*
	£20.45*
	£1,813.29
	£906.64

	Delegate 2

(4.5 Officer Days)
	£112.54
	£0.00
	£364.17*
	£45.36*
	£20.45*
	£542.52
	£271.26

	Total
	£225.09
	£1,270.77
	£728.35
	£90.73
	£40.91
	£2,355.84
	£1,177.90


Notes

* One delegate ticket was obtained for the MIPIM Main Conference, minimising expenditure by requiring only one nominated officer to attend government/ Department for Business and Trade events. An early bird discount was applied when booking ticket in 2024.

* To minimise costs, airport transfers and car sharing were utilised. Flights for both delegates departed from the same airport during off-peak hours or from a London airport.

* All travel mileage (to and from airports) and business meeting expenses incurred during MIPIM were funded by the officers themselves; no expense claims were submitted.

* The estimated time spent at MIPIM is provided in days. To minimise disruption, both officers brought IT equipment to answer emails and calls during evenings and early mornings.

* Due to the Invest In Leicester partnership between Leicester City and County Council, only 50% of the total expenditure was funded by Leicester City Council.

MIPIM 2023
	
	Flights
	Delegation Tickets
	Accommodation
	Nice Airport Transfers
	UK Airport Parking
	UK Train Tickets
	Sub Total
	Leicester City Contribution at 50%

	Delegate 1 

(4 days)*
	£409.19*
	£1,978.26*
	£289.76
	£128.46*
	£44.16
	£0.00
	£2,849.83
	£1424.91

	Delegate 2 

(5 days)*
	£379.72*
	£0.00
	£289.76
	£128.46*
	£0.00
	£50.46
	£848.40
	£424.20

	Total
	£788.91
	£1,978.26
	£579.53
	£256.92
	£44.16
	£50.46
	£3,698.23
	£1849.11


Notes

* One delegate ticket was obtained for the MIPIM Main Conference, minimising expenditure by requiring only one nominated officer to attend government/ Department for Business and Trade events. 

* Flights for both delegates departed from Manchester and Luton, requiring separate airport transfers.

* For delegate 1, travel mileage (to and from airports) was funded by the officer, no expenses clams were submitted. For delegate 1 & 2 business meeting expenses incurred during MIPIM were funded by the officers themselves; no expense claims were submitted.

* The estimated time spent at MIPIM is provided in days. To minimise disruption, both officers brought IT equipment to answer emails and calls during evenings and early mornings.

* Due to the Invest In Leicester partnership between Leicester City and County Council, only 50% of the total expenditure was funded by Leicester City Council.

MIPIM 2022

	
	Flights
	Delegation Tickets
	Accommodation
	Nice Airport Transfers
	UK Airport Parking
	Total
	Leicester City Contribution at 50%

	Delegate 1 

(4.5 days)*
	£384.83
	£1,894.16
	£1,129.29
	£75.53
	£0.00
	£3,483.81
	£1741.90

	Delegate 2 

(4.5 days)*
	£384.83
	£1,894.16
	£1,129.29
	£75.53
	£0.00
	£3,483.81
	£1741.90

	Delegate 3 (0 days)
	£0.00
	£1,894.16*
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£1,894.16
	£947.08

	Total
	£769.66
	£5,682.48
	£2,258.58
	£151.06
	£0.00
	£8,861.78
	£4,430.89


Notes

* The estimated time spent at MIPIM is provided in days. To minimise disruption, officers brought IT equipment to answer emails and calls during evenings and early mornings.

* Due to the Invest In Leicester partnership between Leicester City and County Council, only 50% of the total expenditure was funded by Leicester City Council.

* Delegate 3 was unable to attend due to urgent work-related matters. Refunds were secured for the flights and accommodation, but not delegate ticket.

We did not attend MIPIM in 2021 and 2020 (COVID related). This is therefore information not held under the FOI Act.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
