Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: West End Community Centre 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding the disposal/lease of the West End Community Centre, Andrewes Street, Leicester, LE3 5PA.
Please provide the following information:
Part 1: The Tender Process Concluded September 2025 I note that an "Informal Tender" process for this property had a submission deadline of 1:00pm on Friday 26 September 2025. 
1. How many compliant bids were received by this deadline? 
Answer:
3

2. Was a winning bidder selected from this process? 
Yes

3. If no bidder was selected, what was the specific recorded reason for abandoning or re-listing the tender (e.g., "bids too low," "non-compliant bids")? 
N/A

4. If the tender was cancelled, on what date was the decision taken to re-list the property?

16th December 2025

Part 2: Current Tender Status 
5. Regarding the current/new listing for the property: Has the evaluation criteria changed from the previous tender? 
No

specifically, what is the percentage weighting given to "Financial Offer" vs. "Community Value/Social Value"? 
N/A, this is a commercial lease offer only. 
6. Please provide a copy of the blank scoring matrix used by officers to evaluate bids for this specific property.
The scoring matrix is commercially sensitive and is exempt under the provisions of Section 43(2) - Commercial Interests. This is a statutory refusal notice required by Section 17.1 of the FOI Act.  

Section 43(2) provides an exemption from disclosure where to release information would or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any party (including the Public Authority holding it). 

There is a live tender process ongoing in relation to this property. Disclosure of the requested information could prejudice that process as bidders who have already submitted their tenders will not have seen the Council’s scoring matrix. They may therefore be at a disadvantage, compared to those who have sight of it prior to submitting their tenders. 
This is a qualified exemption under the FOI Act which means that consideration must also be given to whether in all the circumstances of the case the public interest favouring disclosure is greater than the public interest in maintaining the exemption. The public interest means what is in the best interests of the public not what is of interest to the public. 

Public interest test considerations 

We have considered whether the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. There are a number of public interest arguments that weigh in favour of disclosing the information you have sought: 

• The general proposition of maximising openness that the FOIA and the Council aspire to; 

• The benefits of ensuring transparent and accountable government by disclosing how the Council receives and spends public money; 

However, there are also public interest arguments against disclosure: 

• Releasing the requested information could prejudice the Council’s current or future negotiation capabilities. 
· Prejudicing a live tender process
The public interest in withholding the requested information outweighs the public interest in disclosure of the requested information.
I understand that Section 43 may prevent the disclosure of bidder names while a process is live. However, the questions above relate to statistical data (numbers of bids), procedural outcomes (reasons for cancellation), and policy criteria (scoring matrices), which do not identify specific commercial entities.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
