Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Special Educational Needs Funding Arrangements
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
· Information that describes “top-up”, “banding,” “matrix,” or “element” arrangements that the Council uses to guide its allocation of High Needs Block funding to mainstream schools, resource base / units in mainstream schools, and special schools; 

· Information showing the maximum High Needs or Top-Up funding allocation (in pounds) that each specific band, matrix point, or element attracts in the current financial year (2025-26);
· Information showing the maximum High Needs or Top-Up funding allocation (in pounds) that each specific band or element attracted for the previous financial year (2024-25). If funding allocations for each band/element in 2025-26 are identical to those in 2024-25, please say so.
· If it is more efficient for you to provide these allocations based on academic years rather than financial years, please use academic years instead.
· For special schools or units/RPs where banded funding is not used, please provide information showing the High Needs Block ‘top-up’ allocation per place. 
· For special schools or units/RPs where banded funding is not used, please provide information showing the High Needs Block ‘top-up’ allocation per place. 

Answer:

Please see below ‘top-up’ rates for 24/25 and 25/26:

	Special schools
	 

	School
	Type
	24/25
	25/26

	A
	SLCN, ASD, MLD, SLD
	17,464 
	17,464 

	B – Rate 1
	SPLD, VI, HI, SLCN, ASD, SEMH, MSI, MLD, SLD
	15,302 
	15,302 

	B – Rate 2
	SPLD, VI, HI, SLCN, ASD, SEMH, MSI, MLD, SLD
	21,529 
	21,529 

	C
	SLD, PMLD
	17,590 
	17,590 

	D
	SLCN, ASD, SEMH, PD, MLD, SLD, PMLD
	17,990 
	17,990 

	E
	SEMH
	24,073 
	24,073 

	F – Rate 1
	SEMH
	24,726 
	24,726 

	F – Rate 2
	SEMH
	30,854 
	30,854 

	G – Rate 1*
	SLCN, PD
	12,853 
	12,853 

	G – Rate 2*
	SLCN, PD
	18,220 
	18,220 

	G – Rate 3*
	SLCN, PD
	19,726 
	19,726 

	G – Rate 4*
	SLCN, PD
	32,832 
	32,832 

	G – Rate 5*
	SLCN, PD
	65,664 
	65,664 

	G – Rate 6*
	SLCN, PD
	80,963 
	80,963 


*- an additional inflationary rate is applied to this rate but was not increased in 2025/2026 financial year.

	Mainstream schools
	 

	Band 
	24/25
	25/26

	1
	3,075
	3,075

	2
	9,803
	9,803

	3
	14,849
	14,849


	Units (DSP's / SEN units)
	 

	Type
	24/25
	25/26

	SEND Unit
	7,623 
	9,410 

	Non SEMH Primary
	6,071 
	7,622 

	Non SEMH Secondary
	10,914 
	13,295 

	SEMH
	8,344 
	Not in use

	New SEMH
	11,074 
	13,970 

	SEMH Secondary
	11,818 
	15,133 


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
