FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. How many designated disabled parking bays are currently available within your council area?
Approximately 55

The council also offers free parking for Blue Badge holders in all of the councils public operated car parks. There are 83 dedicated disabled parking spaces available across all car parks 

Blue Badge holders can also park in any on street payment or limited waiting parking bays during their operational hours. The Statmap link below shows the locations of all disabled bays and payment bays across the city where free Blue Badge parking is available. StatMap Earthlight
Valid Blue Badge holders can also park for up to 3 hours on waiting restrictions, marked by single or double yellow lines, where safe to do so and ensuring an obstruction is not being caused.

In relation to the above, a valid Blue Badge (and clock where required) must always be displayed at the time of parking.

2. How many active Blue Badge holders are currently registered within your council area?
18,485.
3. How many Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs) have been issued for the misuse of disabled parking bays in each of the last 3 calendar years (2022, 2023, 2024)?
2022 – 2324

2023 – 3636

2024 – 4048

4. What is the total revenue generated from fines related to Blue Badge misuse in each of the last 3 calendar years (2022, 2023, 2024)? These offences might include but are not limited to using a fake blue badge, using an out-of-date one etc.
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We do not hold the information requested in a reportable format; this data isn’t collated. Staff would be required to trawl through the details and images of each PCN issued. 

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

5. What is the total revenue generated from fines related to drivers parking in a bay without a blue badge in each of the last 3 calendar years (2022, 2023, 2024)? 
2022 – £72,042

2023 – £117,185

2024 – £122,913
If time allows, please also provide.
6. Please share the total number of Blue Badge permit (a) renewal applications and (b) new applications in each of the last 3 calendar years (2022, 2023, 2024). Please specify how many of these were rejected and, if possible, for what reason.
2022 Renewal Applications received = 4365

2022 refused renewal badges = 64

2022 New applications received = 2728

2022 refused new applications = 362

2023 renewal applications received = 3842

2023 refused renewal badges = 54

2023 New applications received = 3376

2023 refused new applications = 592

2024 renewal applications received = 4606

2024 refused renewal badges = 105

2024 new applications received = 3726

2024 refused new applications = 891

Again, section 12 of the Act is applicable.  To trawl through all applications to establish the reason for refusal would exceed the appropriate FOIA limit of 18 hours. 

7. Of all the Blue Badge parking permits that are currently valid within your area, how many are for (a) visible and (b) non-visible disabilities.

Visible = 17,599

Non - visible = 886

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
