Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Conservation and Design team
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. If your Council has a Conservation and Design team of any description, that is consulted on planning applications involving constraints such as listed buildings and conservation areas, and what this team is called.
Answer:

Historic Environment Team (with 2 conservation officers) and Major Schemes & Urban Design Team (with 2 urban designers). Both teams had 3 specialists last year and will hopefully have 3 again next year. 

2. If ‘yes’, what training or qualifications, if any, are prerequisites for an officer working in this team. 
For the building conservation officers, a relevant degree and experience would be a prerequisite, while membership of the IHBC is desirable.
3. If it is disclosable, if I could please have an email address for this team, as I would like to send a short survey related to my dissertation some time next summer for any officers who might be interested in completing it.
The Council can confirm that this information is held, however, disclosure of personal data relating to junior members of staff below Heads of Service are exempt from release as the Council considers that to be an absolute exemption under Section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal under Section 17 of the Act. 

The Council judges that disclosure of this information to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1-fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified, legitimate & explicit purposes. 

Please email any enquiries to:

Planning@leiceser.gov.uk
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
