Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: deceased individuals
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Information of all deceased individuals to date for the last three years, broken down into individual records of those deceased to include the following information: 

- Full name of the deceased 
- Date of birth of the deceased at the time of death 
- Full residential addresses of the deceased 
- Full address of the site and/or contact details of the site where the deceased  passed away
- Date of death 
- Of the deceased without any known kith and kin or you’re in the process of  establishing if this deceased has any kith and kin, did this deceased have any assets and/or properties
- Of the deceased without any known kith and kin, or you’re in the process of establishing if this deceased has any kith and kin, what is the full address where the individual’s cremation or the burial took place and the cost of the individual deceased’s burial or cremation 
Answer:
The information requested is exempt from release under FOIA Section 31(1)(a) - Law enforcement, where disclosure would, or would likely to prejudice the prevention or detection of crime.

In the Information Commissioner’s Office decision notice dated 14th October 2015 (FS50584670), The Commissioner considers that there is a strong public interest inherent in section 31(1)(a), which in this case is avoiding prejudice to crime prevention. The Commissioner’s Office also considers that there is a strong public interest in preventing the impact of crime on individuals, for example, relatives of a deceased person who are financially affected if an estate which has been stolen from or who would suffer damage and distress as a result of fraud being committed using the deceased’s details.

Disclosing the full name and address of the deceased will lead to living relatives being identified; either by people who know the deceased or by someone making further enquiries (such as a search of the Electoral Register). This might identify the spouse, partner or other relative who may (or may not) still reside in the property. 

Therefore, Section 40(2) of the Act has been applied to protect the personal information of living relatives.

The Commissioner considers that there are other mechanisms in place for the administration of estates of persons who die intestate and without a known next-of-kin. 

One such mechanism is provided by the Bona Vacantia Division of the Government Legal Department. Some information may be available to you on this website.
- Of the deceased without any known kith and kin or you’re in the process of  establishing if this deceased has any kith and kin, specify what personal information of the deceased was passed to: 
- Which tracing agent/s with their full contact details and/or 
- The Government legal department and/or Treasury department/s and/or 
- Which Probate firm/s with their full contact and/or 
-  Any other entity
Leicester City Council does not use tracing agent or probate firm to locate next of kin or relatives. 
If, whilst making the funeral arrangements we become aware that there is an estates of any value, the case is referred to the Bona Vacantia Office of the Treasury Solicitor

- Of the deceased without any known kith and kin or you’re in the process of  establishing if this deceased has any kith and kin, what is the date when the deceased’s personal information was passed to: 
- Tracing agent/s and/or 
- The Government legal department and/or Treasury department/s and/or 
- Probate firm and/or 
- Any other entity 
Where evidence is found that there is any monetary value in the deceased’s estate it is referred to Bona Vacantia Division, Treasury Solicitor.

The following cases have been referred to the Treasury Solicitor in the last 3 years:
2022-23 -none
2023-24 -none
2024 -25: Sonny Lee LYON Date of Death 25-05-2024, Referred to Treasury Solicitor 02-08-2024
2025-to date none

- Of the deceased without any known kith and kin and/or you’re in the process  of establishing if this deceased has any kith and kin, what is the cost of the cremation or the burial of the individual deceased 
The average cost of a funeral arranged by Leicester City Council is £1062

- What is the council’s department name and the council department’s e-mail address and/or any other contact information, responsible for passing the individual deceased records to:
- Tracing agent/s and/or 
- The Government legal department and/or Treasury department/s and/or 
- Probate firm/s
The Area Environmental Health Team receive referrals for Public Health Funerals and will refer to Bona Vacantia Office at the Treasury Solicitor where a deceased’s estate has any value – environmental.health@leicester.gov.uk
	


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
