FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to ask for a numerical and percentage breakdown of businesses ownership in Leicester by ethnicity. I am requesting all information on this subject, to try and better understand the diversity of business ownership in the region. 

As well as this, I am keen to understand what the working population of Leicester is, broken down by ethnicity, as well as any local Government/council grants that are available to support minority groups.

Ethnic groups may include, but are not limited to:

White British (including white English, Scottish, Welsh or Northern Irish)
Any other white background
Mixed White and Black Caribbean
Mixed White and Black African
Mixed White and Asian
Any other mixed background
Indian
Pakistani
Bangladeshi
Any other Asian background
Black Caribbean
Black African
Any other Black background
Chinese
Arab
Any other ethnic group

The information requested is not held by Leicester City Council, we do not collect this type of data from business owners in the City.  Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
 
You may wish to refer to the census data.  The first 2021 census results only cover a breakdown of the population by age and sex in 5 year age bands, and estimates for the number of households. Current results published by the ONS are found here:https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/initialfindingsfromthe2021censusinenglandandwales 

Ethnicity and labour market data will be published later in the year. Release plans - Office for National Statistics (ons.gov.uk)
Results of the last census (2011) can be found on the NOMIS website - https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/. In particular, the following dataset could be useful: Nomis - Official Census and Labour Market Statistics - Nomis - Official Census and Labour Market Statistics (nomisweb.co.uk)
Information regarding Grants to voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations can be found on the Council website via the following link:

https://data.leicester.gov.uk/explore/dataset/grants-to-voluntary-community-and-social-enterprise-organisations-202021/table/?disjunctive.department_awarding_grant&disjunctive.supplier_beneficiary_name&disjunctive.ward&sort=payment_date
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
