Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered.  The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

1)if all Looked After Children are offered therapeutic support when they are taken into the Care of the Local Authority, if not when is this offered ?
All looked after children receive an Initial Health Assessment within 20 working days of entering care. This assessment is undertaken by a health professional and if therapeutic support is identified this will form part of the child’s care plan. Any therapeutic needs identified thereafter will be reviewed as part of the child’s ongoing care plan with support provided accordingly.  


2)How many Looked After Children are known to the Criminal Justice System, including Youth Offending Teams
27 looked after children are known to the Youth Offending Team. This includes young people remanded in custody whom may not have had LAC status prior to their remand.


3) How many Looked After Children have mental health issues
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This information is not recorded in a reportable format; we do not specifically record mental health issues as a category. Therefore, the requested information would be recorded on an individual’s case file and would require the manual trawl of all Looked after Children Social Care records to establish a diagnosis or issue. 

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.
Looked After Children with identified mental health needs following on from their Initial Health Assessment will be referred to CAMHS. 


4) The breakdown of significant harm as to why children become Looked After
	Children who started to be looked after during the year ending 31 March 2019

	 
	Number
	%

	Total
	157
	 

	due to abuse or neglect
	117
	75

	due to the child’s disability
	c
	c

	due to parental illness or disability
	c
	c

	due to family in acute stress
	8
	5

	due to family dysfunction
	12
	8

	due to socially unacceptable behaviour
	c
	c

	due to low income
	0
	0

	due to absent parenting
	11
	7


5) Breakdown of type of foster placements provided

There are 248 children with in-house mainstream foster carers, 107 children in kinship (family and friend) foster placements, and 125 in independent foster agency placements.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

