FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to know the exact journey please of the recyclable waste, especially plastic waste. 
The journey of the recyclable waste depends on collection method. 

The source segregated recyclable waste that Leicester City Council accepts at our Household Waste Recycling Centres and bring banks is all processed in the UK. 
The mixed dry recyclable waste collected at the kerbside is sorted by our contractor Biffa at their Edmonton Materials Recovery Facility, and then a proportion of this may be exported depending on the market at that time. A breakdown of this dry mixed recyclable waste for 2019/20 is as follows:

	Material
	Processed in the UK
	Exported
	Total

	Cardboard
	0 tonnes
	1151 tonnes - exported mainly to Turkey, with some to Thailand
	1151 tonnes

	Paper
	3316 tonnes
	3954 tonnes - exports in various regions and changeable depending on market conditions
	7270 tonnes

	Glass
	1642 tonnes
	1726 tonnes - exported to the EU, mostly Belgium 
	3368 tonnes

	Aluminium
	283 tonnes
	0 tonnes
	283 tonnes

	Steel
	500 tonnes
	0 tonnes
	500 tonnes

	Plastics
	2257 tonnes
	0 tonnes
	2257 tonnes

	All materials
	7998 tonnes
	6831 tonnes
	14829 tonnes


 

Recycling waste; please indicate whether you use outside companies/ contractors and your knowledge of how these contractors are recycling the waste and where. This follows our discovery of a companies/conglometates like Kier who show disregard for the planet, in its use of contractors who are sending Wrexhams recycling waste to Indonesia to be burned and pollute the environment there and cause actual harmful health effects.

Yes, Leicester City Council uses an outside company/contractor to deal with waste.

Leicester City Council is made aware how this company/contractor is recycling this waste and where. This follows reporting obligations within the relevant contract.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
