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BREAKING NEWS

CONVICTED: TENANTS ILLEGALLY HARASSED

by MATHRYM EDWARDS

Alandlord who illegally evicted
and harassed his tenants has béen
jailed for five menths.

Shailash Kataria, of Columbine
Road, in Leicester, admit-

* ted forcing the family out of their

Highfields home and two counts of
harassing them.

The conviction has been hailed by
housing bosses as the first blow ina
crackdown i unscrupulous

of his Nedham Street property
without warning the tenants or pro-
viding new keys. He went back two
days later to talke out their furniture
and other possessions, and d

them outside the house.

Richard Adkinson, prosecuting,
said the single mother living in the
house was away shopping when
Kataria and six or seven men turned
upat the property on October 15.

Hesaid the landlord confronted the
woman's 16-year-old daughter, who
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wag alone at home at the time, and
started to changethelocks,

Pt ot e poopecty Wi e of
went in property cans
beer and started drinking them and
spillingalcohol on the carpet.

“MNot only is it abusive to behave
that way in someone’s home, but the
tenant was a Muslim, and found it
evmlmmuﬁ'ensivafnralmbnltobe
drunk there.”

Minesh Byhaly defending, said
Katarta had not realised he was do-

s

irg anything illegal. He said the
landlord had taken the action aftel
rent had not been and now re
gretted what he had done.

Deputy district judge Michae
Wheeler said: “I see these three of
fences as very serious matter:
where you took the law into you
own hands.

Speaking court, Steve Nas
of the city council's housing oper=z
tions team, said the conviction ha
been important for the authority’

He said: "It shows that the court

seaanyomgaﬁuprmhntthisﬁm
didnot deserve to be made hom«

las or have their belonging
dumped in that way either”

@ Landlords and tenants experier

cingproblems can call the city cour

cil housing team on 0116 252 6804.




