Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked about dog breeders:
1. Name of local authority

Leicester City Council

2. Date of completing request

18th August 2014

3. What terms require a breeder to have a breeding license within your local authority (e.g. if they breed over a specific number of litters)?
Establishments used for the breeding of dogs are controlled by the Breeding and Sale of Dogs (Welfare) Act 1999, Breeding of Dogs Act 1991 and Breeding of Dogs Act 1973. The requirement of 5 litters in 12 months or running a business of breeding dogs for sale, is the usual level used to judge the need for a dog breeding licence.
4. The number of breeders in your local authority in 2013 and to date in 2014: 

Number of breeders licensed in 2013:

Number of breeders licensed in 2014 (to date):

One breeder in 2013 and one (the same breeder) in 2014.

5. Do staff, on behalf of your local authority, carry out visits relating to dog breeding and licensing? (Please state yes/no and give details of purpose e.g. inspect dog housing, breeding facilities etc?)?

One breeder in 2013 and one (the same breeder) in 2014.

6. Is a visit/inspection carried out when a breeder or breeding establishment is first licensed?

At least one premises inspection is carried out by the Council’s appointed vet when a breeding establishment is first licensed and annual inspection thereafter.

7. How frequently do they need to renew their license?

Dog breeding establishment licences are renewed on an annual basis.

8. Are breeders then revisited if they renew their breeding license?

Yes, an inspection by the Council’s appointed vet is conducted every year at renewal.

9. Please indicate the number of staff within your authority which carry out these inspections/visits:

Occasional visits are made by Licensing Enforcement Officers. Number of LEO’s = 5.

10. Please state the job title/s of the individual/s who carry out this visit (e.g. environmental officer, vets, etc) 

Veterinary surgeon and Licensing Enforcement Officers.

11. How many breeder visits and/or inspections have been carried out in 2013 and to date in 2014:

Number of breeder visits in 2013:

Number of breeders visits in 2014 (to date):

Breeder visits in:       2013 – 1 (vet)    and;       2014 – 2 (vet x1 and LEO x1).

12. Have you revoked any breeder licenses in 2013 and to date in 2014? (if yes please provide figures):

Number of breeders’ licenses revoked in 2013:

Number of breeders’ licenses revoked in 2014 (so far):

Revocations in:          2013 – 0              and;       2014 – 0 (so far). 

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House 
Ground Floor

9 – 15 Princess Road West 
LEICESTER LE1 6TH
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.ico.org.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
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