Freedom of Information Act 2000 – council expenditure
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like information on the following areas of council expenditure. 

 

I would like information on the amount of money spent by the council on IPads, other mobile communication devices and televisions in the last three financial years.
Answer:

	Period 
	TVs 
	iPads
	Mobile Devices

	
	
	
	

	
	For the Council 
	On behalf of City Schools
	For the Council 
	On behalf 
of City Schools
	For the Council 
	On behalf of City Schools

	1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012
	£17,422.36
	£773.53
	£20,815.21
	£8,990.82
	 £22,910.68
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013 
	£10,963.66
	£608.39
	£7,422.50
	£16,507.92
	 £28,641.11
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st  April 2013 to 31st March 2014 
	£8,329.25
	£0.00
	£14,886.14
	£87,149.06
	 £28,871.47
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	£36,715.27
	£1,381.92
	£43,123.85
	£112,647.80
	 £80,423.26
	N/A


 

I would like details of the amounts that can be claimed by the Council Leader, Deputy Leader and Cabinet members in personal expenses and the amounts that have actually been claimed by holders of these posts in the last three financial years.
For your information this part of the letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain i.e. the Council’s Website.

 

Details of the scheme of allowances are viewable at 

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council-services/council-and-democracy/local-democracy/members-allowance-scheme/
Published details of amounts paid and listed on the Council’s website are viewable at 

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/councillors-democracy-and-elections/elected-members-allowances/members-allowances-figures-2012-2013/
http://www.leicester.gov.uk/councillors-democracy-and-elections/elected-members-allowances/members-allowances-figures-2011-2012/
http://www.leicester.gov.uk/councillors-democracy-and-elections/elected-members-allowances/members-allowances-figures-2010-2011/
I would also like information on the amount councillors, including the Leaders and Cabinet members as well as the Mayor/Mayoress, can claim in allowances and expenses for clothing and how much has actually been claimed over the last three financial years.

· Amounts that can be claimed by the Council Leader, Deputy Leader and Cabinet members in personal expenses
Travel and subsistence (outside the city of Leicester) - Rates payable in line with those laid down by the Inland Revenue

Overnight accommodation and Out of Pocket Expenses

Accommodation - the following rates apply   
provincial rate - not to exceed £86    
London rate - not to exceed £146

Out of pocket expenses (eg newspapers, light snacks) - max amount per night £4.81/per week £19.15  

Childcare and Dependent Care - Allowances can be claimed on the basis set out in Article 7 of the Local Authorities (Members Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003).   Members using registered childcare provision may receive up to £55 per week of their contribution to childcare by way of vouchers which will be reimbursed by the Council direct to the childcare provider

Phone costs:  

Private landline - annual amount for equipment and line rental - plus a call allowance (£115.30).

Mobile phone - if choosing not to have a council-owned mobile phone - payment of total monthly cost to cover both line/handset rental and council-related

call charges.  

(Phone charges for council-owned mobile phones are not classed as personal expenses.)

Broadband line rental  - up to a maximum of £26.00 per month

· The amounts that have actually been claimed by holders of these posts in the last three financial years

See schedule attached of figures 2011-2012, 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 

· The amount councillors, including the Leaders and Cabinet members as well as the Mayor/Mayoress, can claim in allowances and expenses for clothing”
Under the Members Allowance Scheme, Councillors (which includes City Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Executive Members)  may claim for the provision of miscellaneous items which can be demonstrated to assist the Councillor in their role as an Elected member.  Clothing, if deemed an acceptable claim by the appropriate authorising officer, could fall within this category.  The cost of any clothing purchased by a Councillor would be claimed via monthly expense claims.  

· How much has actually been claimed over the last three financial years
None.   

In  addition the Lord Mayor, Deputy Lord Mayor and High Bailiff receive civic allowances which are  intended to “meet the cost of purchasing a range of requisite clothing and meeting the cost of essential personal hospitality and other expenses associated with being a Civic Office holder.”

Civic Allowances
-    Lord Mayor  -  £16,039*

· Deputy Lord Mayor  -  £4,915

· High Bailiff  -  £1,720

*£10,863 of the Lord Mayor’s allowance is provided via allowances, the other £5,176 is administered by the Democratic and Civic Support Manager.  

Actual figures for 2011-2012, 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 for clothing  

2011- 2012       £1730.70 

2012 - 2013      £3042.36   (including footwear and some dry cleaning costs) 

2013  - 2014     £2942.07   (including costs for the Lord Mayor’s Parlour)

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information and Support
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House

9 – 15 Princess Road West
LEICESTER LE1 6TH 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

