Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Douglas Bader House
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am seeking information on Douglas Bader House. It is my understanding that in February of this year the decision was made to close the care centre.

Please could I be provided with relevant documentation relating to the building and care centre, for example report(s) from which a quoted refurbishment figure of £1.6m was derived, the fire report which concluded that the building was unsuitable for people with physical disabilities, flloor plans, and running costs breakdown for the day centre.

Answer:
Please find the relevant documents attached
24th March 2010: Fire Risk Assessment for the building.  The report details the actions  required by the Council.  The report made several recommendations on the works the Council carryout in order to continue running as it was. The necessary work was carried out, where work was not deemed possible due to amount of work, time and cost, those areas of the building were vacated and secured off.
June 2012: Feasibility report carried out by Faithful and Gould on behalf of the Council which provides the total costs for refurbishment. Please note, we are able to provide the total costs for refurbishment, however, the breakdown of the cost for each piece of work required is commercially sensitive information.
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires Leicester City Council, when refusing to provide such information (because the information is exempt) to provide you the applicant with a notice which states that fact and specifies the relevant exemption.

Under s43(2), information is exempt if its disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice commercial interests of any person (including the public authority holding it). 
Interests of third parties - where third party interests may be jeopardised by the release of information that relates to sensitive commercial information held about a business. Business rivals would benefit from knowing the benchmark for payments made and this would provide the opportunity for outbidding or undercutting, potentially damaging the commercial interests of the specific companies in question.

The disclosure of contractual information may also disadvantage the Authority in negotiating future contracts with the companies concerned and that of other providers. There may be cases whereby contractors are unfairly advantaged over others who are not aware of the publication of this information. 
Leicester City Council has a moral duty to protect the sensitive commercial information it holds about any private company it has dealings with. 

Last years running costs for the building are also attached.
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information and Support
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House

9 – 15 Princess Road West
LEICESTER LE1 6TH 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
