Freedom of Information Act 2000 –  Homelessness Among Young People
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. Within your local authority, and for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 what was the number of 16-17 year olds who:
a) presented themselves as homeless or at risk of homelessness 
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	Number of 16 & 17 year olds presented as homeless
	2
	4
	10
	5
	6
	7


See also Protocol attached.  Information can also be found on the P1E reports that we publish each quarter and are available to the general public at https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-homelessness 
a1) the assessment of the young person’s need was conducted jointly by both children’s services and housing services
a2) the assessment of the young person’s need was conducted by housing services

and a referral was made to children’s services
a3) the assessment of the young person’s need was conducted by the children’s

services

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

Across fieldwork we have between 1500 and 1800 open cases at any one time. In order to answer your request all open cases would need to be considered in order to identify the cohort; we would then need to drill down into each record identified in order to gather the case specific information you’ve requested. This process would then need repeating for the other years requested.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.
2. Within your local authority, and for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 what was the number of 16-17 year olds who presented themselves as homeless, or at risk of homelessness and
a) were assessed as children not in need of support under the Children Act 1989 and not offered housing under the Housing Act 1996
b) were assessed as children not in need of support under the Children Act 1989 but were offered accommodation under the Housing Act 1996
c) were not assessed under the Children Act 1989 but offered accommodation under the Housing Act 1996
d) were assessed as children in need under the Children Act 1989 but were not offered accommodation
e) were assessed as children in need of support under the Children Act 1989  and accommodated under Section 20 of the Act (become looked after children)

Response as above for questions a1 to a3
3. Within your local authority, and for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 what was the number of 18-20 year olds who:
a) presented themselves as homeless, or at risk of homelessness?
b) were found to be eligible for homelessness support under the Housing Act 1996?
Please specify whether these numbers includes care leavers and give a breakdown where possible.
For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, e.g. the DCLG’s website, as it is already in the public domain. 

Information relating to this question can be found on the P1E reports that we publish each quarter and are available to the general public at https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-homelessness 
Care Leavers are a group that have to be considered under the provisions of the Housing Act 1996 Part VII. Also acknowledged by awarding top priority banding on the Housing Register to those leaving care moving into independent accommodation.  

4. Within your local authority, for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, and broken down into 16-17 year olds, care leavers and other 18-20 year olds how many young people were housed in:
a) supported accommodation
b) returned to live with parents or other family members (that may include moving-in with partners)
c) hostels
d) Bed and Breakfasts
e) Private rented accommodation 
f) Local Authority accommodation
g) Registered provider, such as a housing association
h) university accommodation or accommodation connected to an educational establishment 
i) not known
j) staying put arrangements

Response as above for questions a1 to a3
5. What are the policies in your local authority on:
a) Do you provide specialist advocacy support for 16 and 17 year olds who present themselves as homeless and, if so, what organisations do you commission to provide this support?

Yes specialist advocacy support is provided, this is by Housing , The Y, Homelessness , Education, Sports & Arts, 

b) A 16 or 17 year old, presenting as homeless, or at risk of homelessness, who has been assessed as needing support under section 20 of the Children Act 1989 but refuses to become a looked after child?

Response as above for questions a1 to a3
c) The support available to c1) 16-17 year olds, c2) care leavers and c3) 18-20 year olds to furnish accommodation provided by your council.

Floating support services to enable access to grants available such as CSGs. Furnished accommodation in specific young person’s Projects.   

d) 16-17 year olds who are eligible for accommodation, either from children’s services or

housing services but get evicted due to b1) behaviour or b2) rent arrears

For 16-17year olds, joint working arrangements to support the vulnerable and assess what duties may still be owed under either the Housing Act and Children’s Act.  

c) 18-20 year olds who are eligible for accommodation but get evicted due to c1) behaviour or c2) rent arrears

As above, statutory obligations would be considered.
d) 16-17 y.o. who were assessed as not owed a housing duty or children in need under the Children's Act 1989 but present themselves repeatedly as homeless or at risk of homelessness
e) Please provide your most recent protocols for assessing homelessness  in 16 and 17 year olds.
See attached - 16 and 17 year olds presenting as homeless to LCC
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information and Support
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House

9 – 15 Princess Road West
LEICESTER LE1 6TH 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

