Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Can you please provide me with a list of private residential children’s homes used by you to place children / young people you have parenting responsibility for. Please understand, I am not requesting the full addresses of these homes, and only want to know the Ofsted URN for the home, the local authority they are based in, how many children you have placed in each, the private company that runs it. NB: The Ofsted URN is used by Ofsted to provide public information on each home (eg inspection reports), without identifying its address, and there is no reason why URNs cannot be provided.

 

The following numbered questions make my request clear:

 

1. How many looked after children that you have parenting responsibility for are placed in council-owned children’s homes (not secure units, foster homes, schools, or respite care)?
Answer:
24
2. How many looked after children that you have responsibility for are placed in privately-run children’s homes (not secure units, foster homes, schools, or respite care)?

 
17
3. Provide a list of privately-run children’s homes (not secure units, foster homes, schools, or respite care) you currently place children in without giving full addresses of the homes, but instead showing only the Ofsted URN for the home, the local authority it is based in, how many children you have placed there, and the private company running it. For eg.
	Children’s Home list
	Ofsted URN 
	Location (local authority name only)
	Number of children
	Private company 

	Children’s Home 1
	SC056128
	Leicestershire

County Council
	Less than 5
	Horizon Care

	Children’s Home 2
	SC368399
	Leicestershire 
County Council
	Less than 5
	Horizon Care

	
	
	
	
	

	Children’s Home 3
	SCO61431
	Leicestershire County Council
	Less than 5
	Horizon Care

	Children’s Home 4
	SCO63997
	Leicestershire County Council
	Less than 5
	Keys Childcare

	Children’s Home 5
	SC383368
	Leicestershire County Council
	Less than 5
	Inspirations Care

	Children’s Home 6 Children’s Home 7

	SC457776
SC480784
	Leicestershire County Council
	Less than 5
	Platform Childcare

	Children’s Home 8
	SC456348
	Leicester City Council
	Less than 5
	Grasmere children’s services

	Children’s Home 9
	SCO12939
	Northampton Council
	Less than 5
	Childhood First

	Children’s Home 10 
Children’s Home 11


	SC414516
SC436469
	Derbyshire Council
	Less than 5 
	Blue Mountain

	Children’s Home 12
	SC378600
	Leicestershire County Council
	Less than 5
	Total Care matters

	Children’s Home 13
	SC475578
	Telford Council 
	Less than 5
	The Physis Group


We are withholding the number of children in each home as we consider that to be an absolute exemption under section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal under section 17 of the Freedom of information Act 2000. There is a potential risk that children could be identified by combining other accessible data sets already in the public domain.
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information and Support
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House

9 – 15 Princess Road West
LEICESTER LE1 6TH 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

