Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please release the following information relating to looked after children in your authority for the two periods 01 April 2013 to 31 March 2014, and for the period 01 April 2014 to date, 26 October 2014: 
1. The total number of looked after children in the care of your authority that have been: 
a. Identified as having been trafficked – including but not limited to those identified through the National Referral Mechanism.  Please provide a break down of these numbers by gender, age and nationality.
0 

b. Suspected of having been trafficked, if not included in a.
10
 
For the purpose of this request we have taken the definition of trafficking from the practice guidance in ‘Safeguarding children who may have been trafficked’  (Article 3 of the Palermo protocol) 

Article 3 of the Palermo Protocol To Prevent, Suppress And Punish Trafficking In Persons, Especially Women And Children, Supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime to the UN Convention (2000) (ratified by the UK on 6 February 2006) defines trafficking as: 

a. “Trafficking of persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs; 
This therefore includes those children and young people suspected of being subject to sexual exploitation.

2. The total number of looked after children in the care of your authority, identified or suspected as having been trafficked and that have gone missing or absent. Please provide a break down of these numbers by gender, age and nationality.
2014- to present date (26th October 2014)

Total – 8

Nationality

British – 6

Irish – 1

Caribbean – 1
Gender

Female – 8

Male – 0

Age 

13yrs – 1

14yrs – 3

15yrs – 2

16yrs – 1

17yrs – 1

 
3. The total number of individual incidents (which could involve the same child on more than one occasion) of looked after children in the care of your authority, identified or suspected as having been trafficked and that have gone missing or absent.  Please provide a break down of these numbers by gender, age, nationality and the length of time the child was missing during each incident. 
	
	age
	gender
	nationality
	Missing episodes

	1
	13
	f
	British
	Total = 4 episodes

<24 hours = 4

	2
	14
	f
	British
	Total = 7

<24 hours = 6

<48 hours = 1

	3
	14
	f
	Irish
	Total = 8

<24 hours =7

15 days = 1

	4
	14
	f
	british
	Total =15

<24 hours = 12

2 days = 1

3 days = 1

4 days = 1

	5
	15
	f
	caribbean
	Total = 4 

<24 hours = 3

3 days= 1

	6
	15
	f
	british
	Total = 12 episodes

<24 hours = 10

3 days = 1

4 days = 1

	7
	16
	f
	british
	Total = 6 episodes

<24 hours = 4

2 days = 1

13 days = 1

	8
	17
	f
	british
	Total = 16 episodes

<24 hours = 16



< = less than

 
4. The total number of looked after children in the care of your authority, identified or suspected as having been trafficked and that are still missing or absent.  Please provide a break down of these numbers by gender, age, nationality and the length of time the child has now been missing. 

Figure for 2014 - 0


Please note the data requested was not recorded separately in 2013.


Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse 
requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would 
exceed 
the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This 
represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours 
in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, 
retrieving and extracting the information.


Across fieldwork we have between 1500 and 1800 open cases at any 
one time. In order to answer your request all cases from 2013/14 would 
need to be considered in order to identify the cohort; we would then 
need to drill down into each record identified in order to gather the case 
specific information you’ve requested. 


This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of 
Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the 
Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current 
form will exceed the appropriate limit.

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House 
Ground Floor

9 – 15 Princess Road West 
LEICESTER LE1 6TH
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.ico.org.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

