Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please could you provide me with details of the number of officers directly employed by your local authority, Full Time Equivalents, or who are contracted (internally or externally) to undertake work in the following areas: 

 

a) Healthy diet/reducing obesity
1.7 wte

b) Reducing drinking (excluding licensing officers)
1.0 wte

c) Reducing smoking
0.5 wte

Please could you provide me information about the cost of providing these services either directly, or indirectly through external partners. Ideally I would like this broken down into the three areas:

 

a) Healthy diet/reducing obesity
£797,500

b) Reducing drinking (excluding licensing officers)
£6,586,000

c) Reducing smoking
£1,197,000

 

Please could you provide me details of any schemes that have been effective (greater than the national average/trend) in cutting the following:

 

a) Obesity – nothing greater than the national average
b) Drinking – nothing greater than the national average
c) Smoking – nothing greater than the national average
 

Finally please could you also provide with details about any estimates on the scale of the ‘illicit’ trade (non-legal) in your area for each of the following: 

 

Alcohol

Tobacco

It is difficult to assess the scale of illicit trade HMRC may be best placed to respond to this question.  

In terms of Tobacco, a survey carried out in Leicester at the end of 2012 by a market research group on behalf of four major manufacturers, found that 29.4 per cent of discarded cigarette packages that were examined were either counterfeit or illicit.  See link below. This was an increase of 7% on the previous survey in 2011. 

http://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/Illegal-tobacco-increasing-city/story-18342522-detail/story.html
http://www.the-tma.org.uk/policy-legislation/tobacco-smuggling-crossborder-shopping/measuring-the-non-uk-duty-paid-market/
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House 
Ground Floor

9 – 15 Princess Road West 
LEICESTER LE1 6TH
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.ico.org.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

