Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
How many Blue Badges are currently in use issued by Leicester City Council?

Answer:  12,220
How many in 2014 were applied for and refused?
Applications – 4,636

Refused – 293

Could I have the guidance documents you use in determining whether you award a Blue Badge or not please?

Leicester City Council operates its blue badge service in accordance with guidance and information issued by the Department for Transport.  The key Department for Transport documentation regarding the Blue Badge Scheme is as follows:

· The Blue Badge Scheme Local Authority Guidance (England) – Oct 2014
Available via the following web link:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-blue-badge-scheme-local-authority-guidance-england
· Can I get a Blue Badge?:  A guide from the Department for Transport for people living in England.  Available via the following web link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/blue-badge-can-i-get-one 

· The Blue Badge Scheme:  Rights and Responsibilities in England (a Department for Transport leaflet sent out with all badges issued).  Available via the following web link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-blue-badge-scheme-rights-and-responsibilities-in-england 

Copies of the three documents listed above, together with other Department for Transport information on the topic of blue badges are accessible via 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-transport/series/blue-badge-scheme .

Officers also refer to the document: Leicester City Council Blue Badge Guidelines.  A copy of the current version is attached.
As the Department for Transport information is already publicly accessible via the above web links, this is a Refusal Notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, because in accordance with Section 21 of the Act this information is exempt from the provisions of section 1.1 of the Act on the basis that the information is reasonably accessible to you via other means.
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information and Support
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House

9 – 15 Princess Road West
LEICESTER LE1 6TH 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

