Freedom of Information Act 2000 – housing 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1: How many non-commercial properties have been empty for more than six months? If possible categorise them such as 'due to poor state of repair'.
Our records show that citywide 2,451 properties have been empty for over 6 months for quarter 1 as at June 2014. It is not possible to categorise the state or repair as this information is not recorded.

2: How many properties are currently available and ready to move into? (categorise such as two bedroom flat etc.)
We currently have 50 council owned properties which are ready-to-let, the breakdown of property types is as follows:

	bedsits


	sheltered bedsits


	1 bed sheltered flat


	1 bed flats


	1 bed bungalow
	2 bed house


	2 bed bungalow


	2 bed flat


	2 bed maisonette


	3 bed flat


	3 bed house


	4 bed house



	14
	3
	1
	11
	8
	4
	1
	2
	3
	1
	1
	1


3. How many people are currently on a waiting list and what is the average time somebody is on the waiting list for housing for?
As at 05/01/2015 there were 10,817 households on the Housing Register. The average waiting time for housing is dependent upon a person’s banding priority and the property type requested. For those rehoused in the 12 month period 01/01/2014 – 31/12/2014 the average waiting time was as follows:

	1 Bed


	2 Bed
	3 Bed
	4 Bed
	5 Bed
	6 Bed

	5 months

	11 months
	8 months
	11 months
	22 months
	46 months


4. What is the most commonly requested type of property? (3 bedroom house, bungalow etc.)
As at 05/01/2015 the highest demand (4,787 households, 44%) was for 1 bedroom accommodation. For the 12 month period 01/01/2014 – 31/12/2014 the property type with the highest number of lettings were for 1 bedroom flats followed by 3 bedroom houses.

5. Has the council/housing association got any plans to build more council/social homes? If so when is the building likely to commence? (categorise by type of property)
Leicester City Council and housing associations do have plans to build more Affordable Housing homes.  We monitor actual and projected completions rather than starts on sites.  As of 30th September 2014, our projections for completions of new council and Housing Association affordable homes in Leicester were:

2014/15:  350

2015/16:  134

2016/17:    62

In terms of categorising the above projected completions by type, the information we have that is already collated refers only to those proposed new Affordable Homes which are for ‘Affordable Rent’ and which already have confirmed public funding towards their provision and/or are already on site.  The details for these, as of 31.12.14, are:

Breakdown of unit types for Social/Affordable Rent units: as at 31th Dec 2014:
	Title
	Overall total of  rented units
	No. of 1 bed units
	No. of 2 bed units
	No. of 3 bed units
	No. of 4 bed units
	No. of 5 bed units
	No. of 6 bed units
	G & TP
	EHI

	
	
	General units
	W/C units
	General units
	W/C units
	General units
	W/C units
	General units
	W/C units
	General units
	W/C units
	General units
	W/C units
	
	

	a) Allocation committed: Scheme Completed since 1st April 2014
	125
	19
	3
	59
	2
	24
	3
	12
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	b) Allocation committed: Scheme Under Construction
	*238
	82
	10
	71
	6
	25
	4
	17
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	16
	4

	c) Allocations not yet committed: not known to be at risk
	144
	24
	7
	63
	5
	36
	3
	4
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	d) Allocation not yet committed: Scheme remains at risk
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	e) Allocation cancelled: Scheme lost
	44
	4
	0
	5
	0
	13
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	22

	f) Refurbish-ment Schemes 
	25
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	21
	0

	Totals (excluding      e & f) 
	507
	125
	20
	193
	13
	85
	10
	33
	3
	3
	0
	0
	0
	16
	4


*Includes 2 units for which type has not yet been confirmed.
W/C = Wheelchair Accessible units

G & TP = Gypsy & Traveller pitches
EHI = homes leased/bought as part of the empty Homes Initiative
6. How many tenants are currently seeking rehousing? (to down size or increase size - please specify)
As at 05/01/2015 there were 1,550 council tenants on the Housing Register seeking a transfer, of which 547 were seeking larger accommodation and 390 were seeking to downsize.

7. How many tenants currently have applications in via the Right to Buy scheme?
As of 23.1.2015 there are 288 outstanding Right to Buy applications 
8. How many properties were sold via Right to Buy in the last 12 months - January-December 2014?

	Right To Buy  Sales 2014



	Jan


	Feb


	Mar


	Apr


	May


	June


	July


	Aug


	Sept


	Oct


	Nov


	Dec


	Total



	10


	3
	25
	9
	15
	15
	10
	2
	17
	11
	12
	13
	142


The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance Manager
Information and Support
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House

9 – 15 Princess Road West
LEICESTER LE1 6TH 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at:
Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
