Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Rehabilitation for Blind Children
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. How many children with a vision impairment live in Leicester City Council?
Answer:
We have a caseload of 275.
2. Are habilitation (mobility and independence) services available to children and young people with vision impairments living in Leicester City Council?

a) yes

b) only in certain cases –please give details 

c) no 

a) Yes
The following questions are only relevant if you responded a or b to the above question:

3. In the last 6 months how many children and young people have accessed habilitation services, broken down into the following age groups?

· 0-5 - 11
· 6-11 - 35
· 12-18 - 24
· 18-25 – No young people over the age of 19 currently access our habilitation services. 
4. Does your habilitation service include the teaching of:
a) early movement skills – currently being developed. 
b) sensory, spatial and body concepts - yes
c) cane training - yes
d) route learning - yes
e) independent living skills? - yes 
5. What eligibility criteria do you operate for habilitation in your local area?
We do not have a specific eligibility criteria.  If there is a perceived need, and referral from staff, habilitation is provided by ourselves or VISTA

6. Do the people who deliver habilitation have specialist qualifications specifically in habilitation?

a) Yes – all

b) yes - some

c) no

d) staff are working towards their registration as a Habilitation Specialist with Habilitation VI UK (the professional body)
a) Yes - all
7. Is your habilitation service available to children and young people in the following settings:

a) home - yes
b) school - yes
c) community settings - yes
d) during school holidays - yes
8. Do children and young people with vision impairment in your area receive habilitation assessments as a matter of course at key stages, such as when transferring between schools or settings?

a) yes

b) no

c) only in certain cases – please give details
a) Yes, as part of preparation for transition.  
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information Governance

City Barrister & Head of Standards

1st Floor, 16 New Walk

Leicester

LE1 6UB

e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

