Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the environmental information regulations act of 2004 I request information concerning Air Quality Data.  You recently declined to let me know actual data readings but I trust you are able to help me obtain information concerning the Authority’s procedures for measuring Air Quality.

I ask 

What statutory duties does Leicester City Council’s have to measure air quality?
ANSWER:  

The statutory duties to monitor air quality by Leicester City councils are governed by the Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and Environment Act 1995 for the UK. The Directive 2008/50/EC states:  In all zones and agglomerations where the level of pollutants referred to in paragraph 1 exceeds the upper assessment threshold established for those pollutants, fixed measurements shall be used to assess the ambient air quality. Those fixed measurements may be supplemented by modelling techniques and/or indicative measurements to provide adequate information on the spatial distribution of the ambient air quality.
How does it fulfil its duties?
Leicester City Council maintains a network of 5 air quality stations, which monitor NOx and PM10 concentration levels. Those monitoring stations are located in the Air Quality Management Area declared in Leicester in the year 2000.

How frequently is this data measured?
The data is measured on an hourly basis.

How frequently is this data reviewed and by whom?
The air quality data is collected for a year and the annual figures are analysed by the Transport Strategy Section of Leicester City Council.

Who is responsible for measuring air quality at Leicester City Council?
The network of air quality stations is overseen by the Transport Strategy Section.

How frequently does Leicester City Council submit readings to government, to the EU, or to any official body?
The USA: Updating and Screening Assessment Report is submitted to DEFRA (Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs) every 3 years. Also annual values for air pollutants once available are sent to Defra every year (not as part of any report).

Leicester City Council does not submit any air quality readings directly to the EU; Defra submits the UK air quality data to the EU.

Please specify to whom data is submitted?
Air quality data is submitted to the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA).
The frequency of submission of data

The USA: Updating and Screening Assessment is submitted to DEFRA (Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs) every 3 years. Also annual values for air pollutants once available are sent to Defra every year (not as part of any report).

If Leicester City Council commissions another body to carry out this duty on its behalf, please specify and apply all of the above questions.  
Leicester City Council does not commission another body to carry out the statutory duties. 

Specifically, I would like to ask, have measurements of NO2 taken during 2014 been submitted to government or to any other body.
The 2014 air quality data has not been submitted to the government, DEFRA or any other body. The 2015 Updating and Screening Assessment report containing 2014 air quality data for Leicester is going to be submitted in June 2015 to DEFRA.

If the answer to this question is yes, please specify by stating:

(a) to whom exactly the information has been submitted

(b) the period measured and the date(s) of submission.
Answer to a) & b) are not applicable.

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information Governance 

Leicester City Council
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester, LE1 6UB
E-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
