Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

I am writing to make an open government request for all the information to which I am entitled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

Please send me:

1) A breakdown of figures regarding the total amount spent on councillors meals – and drinks through expenses in the year up to April 2015.  

2) A breakdown of figures regarding the total amount spent on councillors meals – and drinks through expenses in the year up to April 2014.  

3) A statement – if available – regarding any particular time of the year that these numbers peak – for instance, whether there is a notable rise over the Christmas period. 

4) Information regarding how the figures obtained in questions 1) and 2) relate to previous years.
Travel and subsistence costs for Members within the City is paid as an annual allowance paid in equal monthly amounts for each of the 55 Members of the Council. This system has been in place for a number of years with minor adjustments for inflation.  The current level is £1205.04.  There are no Members who declined this allowance during 2013/2014 and 2014/2015. As this is a set sum and not directly claimed there is no record kept of actual monthly spend. 

For 2013/14 the actual amount paid was £66147.62 (£65072.16 for 54 people plus £1075.46 pro rata amount for one Councillor elected during the year) 

Final 2014/15 figures are not yet available but the basis for the payment has not changed so we expect the total to amount to £66277.20    

Members can additionally make claims for travel and subsistence costs incurred outside of the City: 

· For 2013/14 approved claims paid amounted to £882.10

· Data is not yet available for 2014/15, therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information Governance

City Barrister & Head of Standards

1st Floor, 16 New Walk

Leicester

LE1 6UB

e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
