Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Independent SEN Placements  
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1.      How many children and young people you have placed in the following:
a.      Independent SEN Day Schools
b.      Independent SEN 38week/ term time Residential School Placements
c.      Independent SEN 52 week Residential School Placements 
 
2.      For each of the categories in Question 1 above please also tell me how many of these are placed inside your Local Authority boundary?
1 & 2:
Current numbers of pupils placed in independent and non-maintained special schools are:
	
	Total
	Inside Local Authority boundary

	Day
	75
	13

	38 week residential
	3
	0

	52 week residential
	9
	0


 
3.      Do you have a SEN strategy / plan that you could send or tell me where I could find it please?
The SEND Plan is currently at the draft stage and will shortly go out for consultation.  Therefore this part of the letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this Plan is not available.
4.      How do you make both SEN independent day placements and 38/52 week independent residential school placements? Do you have a contract or framework? If you do could you send me the details of this please, such as the name of the contract, contract period and which providers are on it please?
 

Placements are currently spot purchased, using the knowledge and experience of casework officers to identify and consult a range of suitable providers.

5.      Who is the lead person / people for making independent SEN placements in your Local Authority? Could you send their details – name, job title, email, phone etc.
Paul Riddick, Interim Service Manager, Psychology Service and Special Education Service, paul.riddick@leicester.gov.uk, 0116 454 5481.

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance Manager
Information Governance
City Barrister & Head of Standards
1st Floor
16 New Walk
LEICESTER LE1 6UB 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 
Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

