Freedom of Information Act 2000 – empty and derelict properties 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Clarification received on 13.2.15 :-

The FOI refers to all council-owned properties which are currently empty/derelict 

This includes all residential and all non-residential properties that the council owns, which are currently empty or derelict. 

I.e. it should include any commercial units and offices etc, as well as any council flats/houses, and any other type of property which is owned by the council.

If - for whatever reason - you do not have a completely comprehensive list of empty/derelict properties, please could you nevertheless provide me information about as many properties as you can. 

1. How many council-owned properties are currently empty or derelict?
ANSWER: We currently have 326 void (empty) council house properties.  However, all of these 326 properties are currently going through the void repair process to make them available for allocation.
In addition the Council have 47 commercial properties which are also empty. 

2. Please provide a list of all council-owned properties that are currently empty or derelict. If possible, this should include the address or postcode of each property.
NB: This should include all empty or derelict properties - whatever the reason for it may be - and even if the are plans in place for development of the property. 
The breakdown of the number of council voids are:
32 Bedsits

145 One Bedroom Flats

6 Sheltered Housing Bedsits

5 One Bedroom Sheltered Housing Flats

38 One Bedroom Bungalows

2 Two Bedroom Bungalows

20 Two Bedroom Flats

23 Two Bedroom Houses

9 Two Bedroom Maisonettes

1 Three Bedroom Flat

42 Three Bedroom Houses

3 Four Bedroom Houses
We have not disclosed the addresses or postcodes of these empty Council house properties as the whereabouts could  lead to criminal activity.

For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 31 of the Act is being applied – law enforcement

Disclosure of the requested information would be likely to have significant negative impact on the prevention of crime. The Council considers there is a strong public interest in avoiding likely prejudice to the prevention of crime.
Please find attached a list of our empty commercial properties.
If you have any specific empty properties you are interested in please send your email to: emptyhomes@leicester.gov.uk. 

Information relating to empty business rates properties can be accessed from our website by following the link: http://www.leicester.gov.uk/about-us/data/.  

You can also access available properties from our Property Search Database via the following link:   

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/business/commercial-property/propertyshop/ 

For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, e.g. the Council Website. 

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information and Support
Leicester City Council

Bosworth House

9 – 15 Princess Road West
LEICESTER LE1 6TH 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

